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Torah Talk for Devarim 5782   Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22 
 
Deut. 1:9    Thereupon I said to you, “I cannot bear the burden of you by myself. 10 The LORD 

your God has multiplied you until you are today as numerous as the stars in the sky.— 11 May the 
LORD, the God of your fathers, increase your numbers a thousandfold, and bless you as He promised 
you.— 12 How can I bear unaided the trouble of you, and the burden, and the bickering! 13 Pick from 
each of your tribes men who are wise, discerning, and experienced, and I will appoint them as your 
heads.” 14 You answered me and said, “What you propose to do is good.” 15 So I took your tribal 
leaders, wise and experienced men, and appointed them heads over you: chiefs of thousands, chiefs of 
hundreds, chiefs of fifties, and chiefs of tens, and officials for your tribes. 16 I charged your 
magistrates at that time as follows, “Hear out your fellow men, and decide justly between any man 
and a fellow Israelite or a stranger. 17 You shall not be partial in judgment: hear out low and high 
alike. Fear no man, for judgment is God’s [ אּו֑ה םיִ֣ה2אֵל טָּ֖פְׁשִּמַה יִּ֥כ ]. And any matter that is too difficult 
for you, you shall bring to me and I will hear it.” 18 Thus I instructed you, at that time, about the 
various things that you should do. 

 
Bernard Levinson, “Deuteronomy,” Jewish Study Bible 
17: Similarly, 16.18–20. 
 
Deut. 16:18   You shall appoint judges and officials throughout your tribes, in all your towns that the LORD 

your God is giving you, and they shall render just decisions for the people. 19 You must not distort justice; you must 
not show partiality; and you must not accept bribes, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and subverts the cause of 
those who are in the right. 20 Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue, so that you may live and occupy the land 
that the LORD your God is giving you. 

 
16.18–17.13: The organization of justice. 
16.18–20: Deut. here establishes a professionalized local judiciary. 
19: You shall not judge unfairly: This admonition to the judges, sometimes called a “Mirror 

for Magistrates,” quotes Exod. 23.6a (where the same verb is translated “subvert”). For bribes 
blind the eyes of the discerning (lit. “of the wise”): The older law of Exod. 23.8, which refers to 
“the clear-sighted” as being blinded by bribery, is revised in light of Deut.’s stress upon wisdom. 

 

Deut. 16:19  ׃םִֽקיִּדַצ יֵ֥רְבִּד ףֵּ֖לַסיִֽו םיִ֔מָכֲח יֵ֣ניֵע ֙רֵּוַעְי דַחֹּׁ֗שַה יִּ֣כ 
Ex. 23:8    ׃םיִֽקיִּדַצ יֵ֥רְבִּד ףֵּ֖לַסיִֽו םיִ֔חְקִּפ רֵּ֣וַעְי ֙דַחֹּׁ֨שַה יִּ֤כ 

 
S. R. Driver, Deuteronomy, International Critical Commentary (1916) 
17. For the judgment is God's] it belongs to Him; you are acting in His name, and as His 

representatives (cf. Ex. 1815.16 218 2 Ch. 196); and you must accordingly be superior to worldly 
considerations. 

 
Moshe Weinfeld, Deuteronomy, Anchor Bible 
17. for judgment is God’s. Cf. 2 Chr 19:6; also Prov 16:33. 

 
Prov. 16:33   Lots are cast into the lap; 
   The decision depends on the LORD. 
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Michael V. Fox, Proverbs, Anchor Bible 
16:33 The lot is cast into the bosom, 

and whatever it decides is from the Lord. 
This saying affirms the value of casting lots by observing that (as was universally assumed) 

the practice discovers God’s will. Throughout the Bible, lot-casting was valued as a way of 
resolving conflicts; see 18:18. But the real purpose of the present proverb is less to advise the 
use of lotteries than to emphasize God’s control of events and the need to trust in his judgment 
(Hameʾiri). 

 whatever it decides: Lit., “all its judgment.” 
 
Jeffrey Tigay, Deuteronomy, JPS Torah Commentary 
17. for judgment is God’s      Judgment is a matter that concerns God, as lawgiver, and the 

judge acts as God’s representative. The relationship of this clause to the preceding one, “fear 
no man,” is ambiguous. It may mean that the judge ought to fear offending God more than he 
fears offending any human. 71 Alternatively, it means that the judge need not fear offending any 
human since God will protect him. 

71 Cf. Jehoshaphat’s injunction to the judges that he appointed (2 Chron. 19:6–7). 
 
2 Chr. 19:4    Jehoshaphat remained in Jerusalem a while and then went out among the people 

from Beer-sheba to the hill country of Ephraim; he brought them back to the LORD God of their 
fathers. 5 He appointed judges in the land in all the fortified towns of Judah, in each and every town. 
6 He charged the judges: “Consider what you are doing, for you judge not on behalf of man, but on 
behalf of the LORD, and He is with you when you pass judgment. 7 Now let the dread of the LORD be 
upon you; act with care, for there is no injustice or favoritism or bribe-taking with the LORD our 
God.” 8 Jehoshaphat also appointed in Jerusalem some Levites and priests and heads of the clans of 
Israelites for rendering judgment in matters of the LORD, and for disputes. Then they returned to 
Jerusalem. 9 He charged them, “This is how you shall act: in fear of the LORD, with fidelity, and with 
whole heart. 10 When a dispute comes before you from your brothers living in their towns, whether 
about homicide, or about ritual, or laws or rules, you must instruct them so that they do not incur 
guilt before the LORD and wrath be upon you and your brothers. Act so and you will not incur guilt. 
11 See, Amariah the chief priest is over you in all cases concerning the LORD, and Zebadiah son of 
Ishmael is the commander of the house of Judah in all cases concerning the king; the Levitical 
officials are at your disposal; act with resolve and the LORD be with the good.” 

 
RASHI: For judgment is God’s. What you take unjustly from this man you compel Me to 

give back to him. Thus you end up directing your unfair judgment against Me. 
 
NAHMANIDES: For judgment is God’s. “Consider what you are doing, for you judge not 

on behalf of man, but on behalf of the LORD, and He is with you when you pass judgment” (2 
Chron. 19:6). It is God’s responsibility to deal justly with His creatures; He created them with 
the intent that there be honesty and righteousness among them and that they “rescue him who 
is robbed from him who defrauded him” (Jer. 21:12). He has put you in His place to perform 
these tasks, so if you scheme to pervert justice, you will have sinned against the Lord. For you 
will have broken faith with the task He assigned you. 

 
HIZKUNI: Fear no man, for judgment is God’s. The judges must simply tell those they 

punish, “It is not me who has judged you, but God.” 


