
Torah Talk for Mattot-Masei 5782   Numbers 30:2-36:13 (end of the book) 
 
Num. 33:1    These were the marches [ יֵ֣עְסַמ ] of the Israelites who started out from the land of Egypt, 

troop by troop, in the charge of Moses and Aaron. 2 Moses recorded the starting points of their various 
marches [ םֶ֖היֵעְסַמְל םֶ֛היֵאָצֹומ־תֶא ] as directed by the LORD. Their marches, by starting points [  םֶ֖היֵעְסַמ

םֶֽהיֵאָצֹומְל ], were as follows: 
 
Num. 33:3    They set out [ ּו֤עְִסַּיו ] from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first 

month. It was on the morrow of the passover offering that the Israelites started out defiantly,a in plain 
view of all the Egyptians. 4 The Egyptians meanwhile were burying those among them whom the LORD 
had struck down, every first-born—whereby the LORD executed judgment on their gods. 

Num. 33:5    The Israelites set out [ ּו֥עְִסַּיו ] from Rameses and encamped [ ּו֖נֲַחּֽיַו ] at Succoth. 6 They set 
out [ ּו֖ע ְס ִַּיו ] from Succoth and encamped [ ּו֣נֲַחַּיו ] at Etham, which is on the edge of the wilderness. 7 They set 
out [ ּ֙ועְִסַּיו ] from Etham and turned about toward Pi-hahiroth, which faces Baal-zephon, and they 
encamped [ ּו֖נֲַחּֽיַו ] before Migdol. 

… 
48 They set out [ ּו֖עְִסַּיו ] from the hills of Abarim and encamped [ ּ֙ונֲַחּֽיַו ] in the steppes of Moab, at the 

Jordan near Jericho; 49 they encamped [ ּו֤נֲַחַּיו ] by the Jordan from Beth-jeshimoth as far as Abel-shittim, 
in the steppes of Moab. 

 
ABARBANEL (to v. 2): Their marches … were as follows. No one should be disturbed by the 

differences between some of these names and those found elsewhere; it is not unusual for a city to 
be called by more than one name. As for the places here that have not previously been mentioned 
at all, they are likely places where nothing special happened, because the Israelites camped there 
only for a day or two. 

 
DCH: עַּסַמ  I 12.0.4 n.[m.] journey, travel, stage of journey , start of journey 
 
• Ex. 13:20 They set out [ ּו֖עְסִַּיו ] from Succoth, and camped at Etham [ ּו֣נֲחַַּיו ], on the edge of the 

wilderness. 
• Ex. 17:1   From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed [ ַו ּועְסִּי֠ ] by 

stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped [ ּ֙ונֲחַּֽיַו ] at Rephidim, but there was no water for the 
people to drink. 

• Ex. 19:2 They had journeyed [ ּו֣עְסִַּיו ] from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped 
[ ּו֖נֲחַּֽיַו ] in the wilderness; Israel camped [ ןַֽחִַּיו ] there in front of the mountain. 

 
MASORAH (to v. 3):  Defiantly. Literally, “with a high hand” (OJPS), a phrase that occurs 

elsewhere only in 15:30 and Exod. 14:8.  
 
Ex. 14:8 The LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt and he pursued the Israelites, who were going out 

boldly. 
 
William H. C. Propp, Exodus (Anchor Bible) 
14:8. raised arm. The same expression is associated with the Exodus in Num 33:3. 
 
Nahum Sarna, Exodus (JPS Torah Commentary) 
8.  departing defiantly      Literally, “with upraised hand,” a metaphor drawn from the depiction 

of ancient Near Eastern gods menacingly brandishing a weapon in the upraised right hand. 
 
NAHMANIDES (to v. 1): These were the marches. Once the Israelites had been avenged on the 

Midianites and the territories taken from Sihon and Og had been allocated, Moses turned his 
attention to recording the Israelites’ route of march.  



Jacob Milgrom, Numbers (JPS Torah Commentary) 
1.  troop by troop     Another reminder that Israel marched in military formation. See the 

Comments to 1:3 and 10:14–28. 
 
Nili Fox, “Numbers,” Jewish Study Bible 
33.1–49: A comprehensive wilderness itinerary. This record encompasses the itinerary of Israel’s 

travels from their point of departure in Egypt to their final encampment in Transjordan (42 stations; 
see Map, p. 122). The writer seems to correct geographical problems, such as alternate routes, in 
the previous wilderness accounts (Exod. and Num.) in order to create a coherent itinerary. Notably, 
some toponyms appear here for the first time, being absent from accounts of the exodus in other 
biblical texts (see Deut. chs 1–3 for another summary). The literary style of the itinerary, the 
repetition of campsite names, and the highlighting of events in those places closely resemble extant 
military records from the ancient Near East, especially from Assyria. 

 
David Frankel, “Israelites in Egypt: Slaves or Sojourners?” 
The reference to Israel leaving Egypt armed is also discordant with the conception of Israel as slaves, 

and indicates what the older story of Israelite sojourners leaving Egypt may once have looked like: 
Exod 13:18 םִיָרְצִמ ץֶר ֶאֵמ לֵאָר ְׂשִי יֵנְב ּולָע םיִׁשֻמֲחַו  Now the Israelites went up armed out of the land of Egypt. 
The story of the crossing of the Sea presents the Israelites as utterly helpless, and hardly seems to 

envision the possibility of their battling against the approaching Egyptians. Moreover, the narrative 
never explains how abject slaves got hold of weapons. 

To explain the reference to Israel being armed, Samuel E. Loewenstamm (1907–1987) of Hebrew 
University notes that only military age males are counted in the list of how many Israelites left Egypt 
and that the Israelites are referring to as הָוה־ְי תֹואְבִצ , “YHWH’s army” (Exod 12:41). He argues that this 
depiction is the result of literary patterning: 

From these passages there emerges a picture of an ethnic group which migrated from its former place of habitation 
in order to conquer a new homeland. That their intent was one of conquest determines the unique character of the biblical 
account of their migration, in which they are depicted as warriors, and thus as armed. 

Loewenstamm refers to the parallel story of how the Danites moved from the Mediterranean coast up into the 
Galilee to conquer territory and settle there: 

 ...הָדּוהיִּב םיִרָעְי תַיְרִקְּב ּונֲחַּיַו ּולֲעַּיַו בי:חי .הָמָחְלִמ יֵלְּכ רּוגָח ׁשיִא תֹואֵמ ׁשֵׁש לֹאָּתְׁשֶאֵמּו הָעְרָּצִמ יִנָּדַה תַחַּפְׁשִּמִמ םָּׁשִמ ּועְסִּיַו אי:חי םיטפוש
Judg 18:11 They departed from there, from the clan seat of the Danites, from Zorah and Eshtaol, six 

hundred strong, girt with weapons of war. 18:12 They went up and encamped at Kiryat-yearim in Judah… 
Following this pattern, Exodus depicts the Israelites as armed migrants seeking new territory. 
https://www.thetorah.com/article/israelites-in-egypt-slaves-or-sojourners  
 
Num. 1:1     On the first day of the second month, in the second year following the exodus from the land of Egypt, 

the LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the Tent of Meeting, saying: 
 
Num. 1:2     Take a census of the whole Israelite community by the clans of its ancestral houses, listing the names, 

every male, head by head. 3 You and Aaron shall record them by their groups [ םָֹ֖תאְבִצְל ], from the age of twenty years 
up, all those in Israel who are able to bear arms [ לֵ֑אָרְִׂשיְּב אָ֖בָצ אֵֹ֥צי־לָּכ ]. 4 Associated with you shall be a man from each 
tribe, each one the head of his ancestral house. 

 
Num. 2:17   The tent of meeting, with the camp of the Levites, shall set out in the center of the 

camps; they shall set out just as they camp [ ּועִָּ֔סי ןֵּ֣כ ּ֙ונֲַחי רֶׁ֤שֲאַּכ ], each in position, by their regiments. 
also 2:34 
Num. 33:1    These were the marches of the Israelites who started out from the land of Egypt, troop 

by troop [ ֑םָֹתאְבִצְל ], in the charge of Moses and Aaron. 
 
 
 

 



Color-Coded List of the Israelite Marches 
 
5 Rameses ® Succoth 
6 Succoth ® Etham 
7 Etham ® Pi-hahiroth 
8 Pene-hahiroth ® Marah 
9 Marah ® Elim 
10 Elim ® the Sea of Reeds   
11 the Sea of Reeds ® the wilderness of Sin   
12 the wilderness of Sin ® Dophkah 
13 Dophkah ® Alush 
14 Alush ® Rephidim 
15 Rephidim ® the wilderness of Sinai 
16 the wilderness of Sinai ® Kibroth-hattaavah 
17 Kibroth-hattaavah ® Hazeroth 
18 Hazeroth ® Rithmah 
19 Rithmah ® Rimmon-perez 
20 Rimmon-perez ® Libnah 
21 Libnah ® Rissah 
22 Rissah ® Kehelath 
23 Kehelath ® Mount Shepher 
24 Mount Shepher ® Haradah 
25 Haradah ® Makheloth 
 

26 Makheloth ®  Tahath 
27 Tahath ® Terah 
28 Terah ® Mithkah 
29 Mithkah ® Hashmonah 
30 Hashmonah ® Moseroth (Deut 10:6) 
31 Moseroth ® Bene-jaakan (10:6) 
32 Bene-jaakan ® Hor-haggidgad (10:7) 
33 Hor-haggidgad ® Jotbath (10:7) 
34 Jotbath ® Abronah 
35 Abronah ® Ezion-geber (Deut 2:8) 
36 Ezion-geber ® Kadesh 
37 Kadesh ® Mount Hor  
41 Mount Hor ® Zalmonah 
42 Zalmonah ® Punon 
43 Punon ®  Oboth 
44 Oboth ® Iye-abarim 
45 Iyim ® Dibon-gad* 
46 Dibon-gad ® Almon-diblathaim 
47 Almon-diblathaim ® in the hills of Abarim 
48 the hills of Abarim ® the steppes of Moab 

*Dibon-gad (v. 45) – there are a number of mentions of Dibon 
Hazeroth ® we have already heard of these 
Dophkah ® we haven’t heard of these before 
Jotbath  ® Moses will tell the Israelites about these in Deuteronomy 

 


