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Torah Talk for Beha’alotcha 5782   Numbers 8-12 
 
Num. 11:4    The riffraff in their midst felt a gluttonous craving; and then the Israelites wept and said, 

“If only we had meat to eat!” 
… 
Num. 11:16    Then the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for Me seventy of Israel’s elders [  ֣יֵנְקִּזִמ ׁ֮שיִא םיִ֣עְבִׁש
֒לֵאָרְִׂשי ] of whom you have experience as elders and officers of the people, and bring them to the Tent of 

Meeting and let them take their place there with you. 17 I will come down and speak with you there, and I 
will draw upon the spirit that is on you and put it upon them; they shall share the burden of the people 
with you, and you shall not bear it alone. 18 And say to the people: cPurify yourselvesc for tomorrow and you 
shall eat meat … 

Num. 11:24    Moses went out and reported the words of the LORD to the people. He gathered seventy 
of the people’s elders and stationed them around the Tent. 25 Then the LORD came down in a cloud and 
spoke to him; He drew upon the spirit that was on him and put it upon the seventy elders. And when the 
spirit rested upon them, they fspoke in ecstasy,f but did not continue. 

c I.e., as for a sacrificial meal. f Others “prophesied.” 
Num. 11:26    Two men, one named Eldad and the other Medad, had remained in camp; yet the spirit 

rested upon them—they were among those recorded, but they had not gone out to the Tent—and they 
fspoke in ecstasyf in the camp. 27 A youth ran out and told Moses, saying, “Eldad and Medad are acting the 
prophet in the camp!” 28 And Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ attendant from his youth, spoke up and said, “My 
lord Moses, restrain them!” 29 But Moses said to him, “Are you wrought up on my account? Would that all 
the LORD’s people were prophets, that the LORD put His spirit upon them!” 30 Moses then reentered the 
camp together with the elders of Israel. 

Num. 11:31    A wind from the LORD started up, swept quail from the sea and strewed them over the 
camp, about a day’s journey on this side and about a day’s journey on that side, all around the camp, and 
some two cubits deep on the ground. 

 
Baruch Levine, Numbers (Anchor Bible) 
25. prophesy ecstatically. This verse contains terminology basic to an understanding of ecstatic 

prophecy. The verbal form hitnabbēʾ elsewhere characterizes the activity of mantic prophets. It is told 
of Saul that he came upon a band of prophets and was overcome by ecstasy. He could not resist its 
onslaught and began to prophesy ecstatically (lehitnabbēʾ; 1 Sam 10:5, 10–11; 19:20–24; and cf. 1 
Kgs 22:10). 

 
Fox: ranted-like-prophets 
 
NJPS: but did not continue 
KJV: and did not cease 
NRSV: but they did not do so again 
Targum: without ceasing 
LXX: and they no longer added 
 
Robert Alter, The Hebrew Bible: A Translation with Commentary 
The end of the verse makes clear that this is a one-time event: the elders demonstrate here that they 

partake of the spirit, but they have no continuing role as prophets, in contrast to Moses. 
 
Jacob Milgrom, Numbers (JPS Torah Commentary) 
25.  not continue     Hebrew loʾ yasafu [Qal of ףסי ]. Others read yasufu, “not cease,” that is, their 

prophetic gift was lifelong [Qal of ףוס ], or yissafu, “not die” (cf. 16:26 [ ּו֖פָּסִּת־ןֶּפ  pen-tissafu, NIphal of 
הפס ]), that is, from the theophany (cf. Exod. 24:11). 
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RASHI: But did not continue. They never prophesied except on that very day. That is how the 
Sifrei explains our phrase. But Onkelos translates, “and did not stop.” Prophecy never ceased among 
them. 

 
IBN EZRA: But did not continue. Literally, “they did not add” a second occurrence. You will find 

the same idiom in “The LORD spoke those words—those and no more” (Deut. 5:22) and “And he was 
not intimate with her again” (Gen. 38:26). The verb sounds quite similar to “lest you be wiped out for 
all their sins” (16:26) but grammatically this is impossible. 

 
HIZKUNI: But did not continue. Rather, they added “no more” (OJPS) to what Moses had already 

prophesied. 
 
Deut. 5:19/22    The LORD spoke those words—those and no more [ ףָָ֑סי אCְ֣ו ]—to your whole congregation at the 

mountain, with a mighty voice out of the fire and the dense clouds. He inscribed them on two tablets of stone, which He 
gave to me. 

 
RASHI: Those and no more. That is, the voice “went on no more” (OJPS); literally, “it did not 

continue.” Onkelos translates “without ceasing.” For His “mighty voice” could go on forever. It did not 
pause between commandments and thus did not have to “continue.” Another reading: He did not 
“continue” to appear any longer in public, ceremonially. 

 
RASHBAM: Those and no more. More precisely, “it went on no more” (OJPS). What “went on no 

more” was the “mighty voice.” No such mighty voice was ever again heard on earth; that is the 
straightforward sense of the phrase. 

 
GERSONIDES: Those and no more. Saying that the voice “went on no more” (OJPS) is further 

corroboration that the Israelites could have heard the entire Torah directly from God had they not 
been so afraid. 

 
Num. 11:26 ֶנֲחַּמַּֽב ׀ םיִָׁ֣שנֲא־ֽיֵנְׁש ּו֣רֲאִָּׁשַּיו ִנֵּׁשַה ֩םְֵׁשו דָּ֡דְלֶא ׀ דָ֣חֶאָה םֵׁ֣ש ה֡  ּו֖אְָצי אCְ֥ו םיִ֔בֻתְּכַּב ֙הָּמְֵ֙הו ַחּו֗רָה םֶ֣היֵלֲע ַחנַָּ֧תו דָ֜דיֵמ י֨

ֹאָה ַּנַה ץָרַָּ֣יו 27 ׃ֽהֶנֲחַּמַּֽב ּו֖אְַּבנְֽתִַּיו הָלֱה֑   ׃ֽהֶנֲחַּמַּֽב םיִ֖אְַּבנְתִֽמ דָ֔דיֵמּו דָּ֣דְלֶא רַ֑מֹאַּיו הֶֹׁ֖שמְל דֵַּ֥גַּיו רַע֔
 
Jacob Milgrom, Numbers (JPS Torah Commentary) 
16. seventy of Israel’s elders      As Israel numbered many elders (e. g., Exod. 4:29; 12:21) these 

need not be the same seventy that accompanied Moses at Sinai (Exod. 24:9). 
 
Ex. 24:1      Come up, with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy elders of Israel [ לֵ֑אָרְִׂשי ֣יֵנְקִּזִמ םיִ֖עְבִׁש ]  
Ex. 24:9     Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy elders of Israel [ לֵֽאָרְִׂשי ֥יֵנְקִּזִמ םיִ֖עְבִׁש ] ascended 
 
Ezek. 8:11 Before them stood seventy men, elders of the House of Israel [ ִי־תיֵֽב ֣יֵנְקִּזִמ ׁשיִ֣א םיִ֣עְבְִׁשו לֵאָרְׂש֠ ], with 

Jaazaniah son of Shaphan standing in their midst. Everyone had a censer in his hand, and a thick cloud of incense smoke 
ascended. 

 
Moshe Greenberg, Ezekiel, Anchor Bible 
11. seventy … elders. See 7:26; for the number, see the etiological story of Num 11:16, 24 (cf. 

Exod 24:1, 9). Without actually saying so, “seventy elders” implies that the corruption of Judah’s 
religion involved even the national council.  

 


