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Torah Talk for Vayelech 5781-82   Deuteronomy 31 
 
Deut. 31:1    Moses went and spoke these things to all Israel. 2  He said to them:  
 
 I am now one hundred and twenty years old, I can no longer be active. Moreover, the 

LORD has said to me, “You shall not go across yonder Jordan.” 3 The LORD your God Himself 
will cross over before you [ Xיֶ֗נָפְל רֵ֣בֹע ׀ אּו֣ה ]; and He Himself will wipe out those nations from 
your path and you shall dispossess them.—Joshua is the one who shall cross before you [  רֵ֣בֹע אּ֚וה

Xיֶ֔נָפְל ], as the LORD has spoken.— 4 The LORD will do to them as He did to Sihon and Og, kings 
of the Amorites, and to their countries, when He wiped them out. 5 The LORD will deliver them 
up to you, and you shall deal with them in full accordance with the Instruction that I have 
enjoined upon you. 6 Be strong and resolute, be not in fear or in dread of them; for the LORD your 
God Himself marches with you [ dָּ֔מִע dֵ֣לֹהַה אּ֚וה ]: He will not fail you or forsake you. 

 
Deut. 31:7    Then Moses called Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel: “Be strong 

and resolute, for it is you who shall go [ ֙אֹובָּת הָּ֗תַא ] with this people into the land that the LORD 
swore to their fathers to give them, and it is you who shall apportion it to them. 8 And the LORD 
Himself will go before you [ Xיֶ֗נָפְל dֵ֣לֹהַה ׀ אּו֣ה ]. He will be with you; He will not fail you or forsake 
you. Fear not and be not dismayed!” 

… 
Deut. 31:22    That day, Moses wrote down this poem and taught it to the Israelites. 
 
Deut. 31:23    And He charged [ וַ֞צְיַו ] Joshua son of Nun: “Be strong and resolute: for you shall 

bring [ ֙איִבָּת הָּ֗תַא ] the Israelites into the land that I promised them on oath, and I will be with you.” 
 
Jeffrey Tigay, Deuteronomy, JPS Torah Commentary 
3. After Moses mentions his own inability to cross the Jordan, he might have been expected 

to continue immediately with the statement that Joshua will lead Israel across. Instead, he first 
mentions that God will lead Israel across and defeat the enemy. By saying this first, he makes 
clear that God’s role, not Joshua’s, is decisive. For this theological concept, see Excursus 3. 
Since there is no grammatical coordination between the two clauses of this verse, and the 
second clause is the natural sequel to verse 2, it has been suggested that the first is an 
interpolation made for the purpose of emphasizing the theological point. 

The Lord your God Himself      Rather, “The Lord your God [and not I] is the one who shall 
cross over before you.” The Hebrew is identical to the beginning of the clause about Joshua in 
the second part of the verse. 

 
4–6. These verses expand on the theological point made in verse 3a. 6 

6 If v. 3a is an interpolation, vv. 4–6 may be one, too. See Rofé, Mavoʾ, 208. 
7. it is you who shall go with      In verse 23, God says to Joshua, “it is you who shall bring.” 

Moses, speaking to Joshua in the hearing of the people, may want to emphasize that Joshua is 
one of them so as to avoid any implication that Joshua rather than God is the real leader. God, 
speaking privately to Joshua in verse 23, is at less pains to avoid the implication. 

 
GOD APPOINTS JOSHUA (v. 23) 
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The action announced in verses 14–15 resumes. 
He charged      Rather, “He appointed”; see Comment to verse 14. This is the first time that 

God has spoken directly to Joshua. 42 

42 God is the subject. Saadia, Rashi; Ramban (contra Ibn Ezra at v. 15). 
I will be with you      God confirms what Moses had promised Joshua in verse 8. 
 
Bernard Levinson, “Deuteronomy,” Jewish Study Bible 
 23: And He charged, lit. “He commanded,” with no subject identified. NJPS, by 

capitalizing the pronoun, indicates that the reference is God, not Moses, since the v. does not 
continue from v. 22, but directly resumes vv. 14–15. 

 
Deut. 31:14    The LORD said to Moses: The time is drawing near for you to die. Call Joshua 

and present yourselves in the Tent of Meeting, that I may instruct him. Moses and Joshua went 
and presented themselves in the Tent of Meeting. 15 The LORD appeared in the Tent, in a pillar of 
cloud, the pillar of cloud having come to rest at the entrance of the tent. 

Deut. 31:16    The LORD said to Moses: You are soon to lie with your fathers … 
 

Tigay: 14. the Tent of Meeting The place where God speaks with Moses. There are two 
different conceptions of the Tent in the Torah. Most passages give the impression that it is 
identical to the Tabernacle sanctuary (the mishkan) in the middle of the camp, mentioned 
frequently in Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers … On the other hand, Exodus 33:7–11 and other 
passages imply that the Tent of Meeting is a separate oracular tent outside the camp. It is 
constantly attended by Joshua. God comes to it, in a pillar of cloud, only to communicate with 
people, which He does while standing at its entrance. As verse 15 indicates, Deuteronomy 
shares the latter conception of the Tent. 

 
• RASHI [to v. 23]: And He charged Joshua son of Nun. NJPS correctly understands that it is 

God who is the subject of this verb; the land that I promised them makes this clear. 
• IBN EZRA [to v. 14]: That I may instruct him. This “instruction” is given by Moses (at 

the Lord’s command) in v. 23. 
• NAHMANIDES [to v. 23]: He charged Joshua son of Nun. Rashi explains this beautifully. Ibn 

Ezra thinks “he” here refers to Moses (see his second comment to v. 14), speaking to Joshua at 
God’s command, and we certainly do find Moses speaking in the voice of God; see (e.g.) 11:14–
15, 28:20, 29:5. On this phenomenon, see my second comment to 5:12. 

 
• RASHI [to v. 7]: For it is you who shall go with this people. Moses is telling Joshua that he 

shall go with “this people,” that is, that the elders of the generation will be with him, and that 
everything must be done with their knowledge and counsel. But the Holy One told Joshua not 
tavo, “you shall go,” but tavi, “you shall bring”: “You shall bring the Israelites into the land 
that I promised them” (v. 22)—“you shall bring them whether they want to go or not. 
Everything depends on you! Take a stick and hit them over the head if necessary.” There can be 
only one commander in each generation—not two. 

• BEKHOR SHOR [to v. 7]: It is you who shall go with this people. Moses was a very humble 
man, and he was encouraging Joshua to go humbly “with” the people as well. But the Lord told 
Joshua in v. 23, “Be strong and resolute: for you shall bring the Israelites into the land.” You 
cannot have one pot with two cooks. 


