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Torah Talk for Re’eh 5781   Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17 
 
Deut. 12:2    You must destroy all the sites at which the nations you are to dispossess 

worshiped their gods, whether on lofty mountains and on hills or under any luxuriant tree. 3 Tear 
down their altars, smash their pillars, put their sacred posts to the fire, and cut down the images 
of their gods, obliterating their name from that site. 

Deut. 12:4    Do not worship the LORD your God in like manner, 5 but look only to the site 
that the LORD your God will choose [ ֨רְַחִבי־ֶרֲׁשא ם֞%ָקּמַה ] amidst all your tribes as His habitation, 
to establish His name there. There you are to go, 6 and there you are to bring your burnt offerings 
and other sacrifices, your tithes and contributions, your votive and freewill offerings, and the 
firstlings of your herds and flocks. 7 Together with your households, you shall feast there before 
the LORD your God, happy in all the undertakings in which the LORD your God has blessed you. 

… 10 When you cross the Jordan and settle in the land that the LORD your God is allotting to 
you, and He grants you safety from all your enemies around you and you live in security, 11 then 
you must bring everything that I command you to the site where the LORD your God will choose 
to establish His name: your burnt offerings and other sacrifices, your tithes and contributions, 
and all the choice votive offerings that you vow to the LORD … 

Deut. 12:13    Take care not to sacrifice your burnt offerings in any place [ םֹו֖קָמ־לָכְּב ] you like, 
14 but only in the place [ םֹו֞קָּמַּב ] that the LORD will choose in one of your tribal territories. There 
you shall sacrifice your burnt offerings and there you shall observe all that I enjoin upon you. 
 
Samaritan Pentateuch: רחב רשא םוקמה   Masoretic Text: רַ֨חְבִי־רֶׁשֲא םֹו֞קָּמַה  
 
Josh. 9:27 That day Joshua made them hewers of wood and drawers of water—as they still are—
for the community and for the altar of the LORD, in the place that He would choose [  רֶׁ֥שֲא םֹו֖קָּמַה

רָֽחְבִי ]. 
 
Neh. 1:8 Be mindful of the promise You gave to Your servant Moses: ‘If you are unfaithful, I will 
scatter you among the peoples; 9 but if you turn back to Me, faithfully keep My commandments, 
even if your dispersed are at the ends of the earth, I will gather them from there and bring them 
to the place where I have chosen [ יִּתְרַ֔חָּב רֶׁ֣שֲא םֹו֔קָּמַה ] to establish My name.’ 
 

Bernard Levinson, “Deuteronomy,” Jewish Study Bible 
5: The site that the LORD … will choose: This frequent formula consistently refers to 

Jerusalem, where Solomon built the Temple. Since Jerusalem played no role in Israel’s history 
until David conquered it, made it his capital, and brought the Ark of the Covenant there (2 Sam. 
5.6–6.19), the city cannot be named explicitly without undermining the literary form of Deut. as 
a Mosaic address. 
 
RASHI:  His habitation. This is the Tabernacle at Shiloh. 
 
HIZKUNI:  The site that the LORD your God will choose. The name of the site is not given 
here; the Shekhinah will rest in several different places—Gilgal, Shiloh, Nob, and Gibeon—before 
settling on its permanent home in Jerusalem. 
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IBN EZRA: To establish His name. That is, “where I cause My name to be mentioned” (Exod. 
20:21). His habitation. The land of Israel, which contains the dwelling place of His glory. 
 
Ex. 20:21/24 Make for Me an altar of earth and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your 
sacrifices of well-being, your sheep and your oxen; in every place where I cause My name to be 
mentioned [ יִ֔מְׁש־תֶא ריִּ֣כְזַא רֶׁ֣שֲא ֙םֹוקָּמַה־לָכְּב ] I will come to you and bless you. 

 
Jeffrey Tigay, Deuteronomy, JPS Torah Commentary 
9–10. The present situation is permitted because the Israelites are not yet settled in their 

“allotted haven” (Heb. menuḥah ve-naḥalah, lit., “haven and hereditary property”). As verse 10 
indicates, the phrase refers to two conditions necessary for putting centralization into effect: 
the Israelites must enter their allotted territory, west of the Jordan, and must hold it securely. 
Security is necessary so that pilgrims may travel safely to the chosen place and will not fear 
that their homes may be attacked by enemies in their absence (see Exod. 23:24). 

According to Joshua 21:42, these conditions were met when Joshua conquered the land, 
and Shiloh was considered the chosen place for a time. The later historical books imply that 
they were met once and for all in the days of David and Solomon, when the Canaanites in the 
promised land had been overcome and Israel ruled over the neighboring territories, and Solomon 
built the Temple. It is from that point on that the book of Kings judges each king in accordance 
with whether or not he enforced centralization. 

 
Deut. 6:5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your might. 
 
2 Kings 23:25 There was no king like him before who turned back to the LORD with all his heart 
and soul and might, in full accord with the Teaching of Moses; nor did any like him arise after 
him. 
 
2 Kings 23:24 Josiah also did away with the necromancers and the mediums, the idols and the 
fetishes—all the detestable things that were to be seen in the land of Judah and Jerusalem. Thus 
he fulfilled the terms of the Teaching recorded in the scroll that the priest Hilkiah had found in 
the House of the LORD. 
 

Frederick E. Greenspahn, “Deuteronomy and Centralization,” VT 2014 
Biblical scholars have long attributed King Josiah’s reform to the influence of Deuteronomy 

and its call for centralizing the cult. Even those who trace the book’s origin to the Northern 
kingdom or regard chapter 12 as a late insertion understand it as requiring cult centralization. 
Since so much of modern biblical scholarship rests on linking Deuteronomy to Josiah’s reform, 
that chapter has been described as “an Archimedean point” for biblical studies. However, the 
syntax of Deuteronomy 12 (especially verses 5 and 13-14) does not require that sacrifice be 
limited to a single place, though these verses may have come to be understood that way. As a 
result, the dating of other biblical books on the basis of their dependence on Deuteronomy or 
their awareness of cult centralization must be reconsidered. 


