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Torah Talk for Pinchas 5781  Numbers 25:10-30:1 
 
Num. 26:1 the LORD said to Moses and to Eleazar son of Aaron the priest, 2 “Take a census of 
the whole Israelite community from the age of twenty years up, by their ancestral houses, all 
Israelites able to bear arms.” 3 So Moses and Eleazar the priest, on the steppes of Moab, at the 
Jordan near Jericho, gave instructions about them, namely, 4  those from twenty years up, as the 
LORD had commanded Moses.  
 The descendants of the Israelites who came out of the land of Egypt were: 
Num. 26:5     Reuben, Israel’s first-born. Descendants of Reuben: [Of] Enoch, the clan of the 
Enochites; of Pallu, the clan of the Palluites; 6 of Hezron, the clan of the Hezronites; of Carmi, 
the clan of the Carmites. 7 Those are the clans of the Reubenites. The persons enrolled came to 
43,730. 
Num. 26:8     Born to Pallu: Eliab. 9 The sons of Eliab were Nemuel, and Dathan and Abiram. 
These are the same Dathan and Abiram, chosen in the assembly, who agitated against Moses and 
Aaron as part of Korah’s band when they agitated against the LORD. 10 Whereupon the earth 
opened its mouth and swallowed them up with Korah—when that band died, when the fire 
consumed the two hundred and fifty men—and they became an example. 11 The sons of Korah, 
however, did not die. 
 
RASHI:  The sons of Korah, however, did not die. They were originally involved in the plan. 
But when the actual dispute started, thoughts of repentance stirred in their hearts. So a 
protected place, quite high in Gehenna, was set aside for them, and they stayed there rather 
than descending to their deaths. 
 
IBN EZRA: The sons of Korah, however, did not die. The proof of this, of course, is the 
existence of Samuel and his sons,B and his later descendants as well, the “Korahites” of Ps. 49:1 
and 10 other psalms. Our own chapter lists “the clan of the Korahites” (v. 58). 

B  See 1 Chron. 6:18–23. 
Jacob Milgrom, Numbers (JPS Torah Commentary) 
11.  The sons of Korah, however, did not die.      The Korahite clan survived (v. 58) to become 
an important Levitical clan of Temple singers. Their name appears in the titles of Psalms 42, 44–
49, 84, 85, and 87, and as Temple guards in 1 Chronicles 9:19. The expression “sons of Korah” 
appears on an ostracon from Arad. 
 
Arad 49:1  Sons of Betzal, 3 2  Sons of Korah, 2 3  Son of Gilgal, 1 4  Sons of Koniah 5  [...]1 6  
[...]1 7  [Yeh]oaz, 1 8  Obad[iah] 9  Yehoab 10  [...]iah, 1 11  [so]n of Tzemach, 1 12  [...]D-el 13  
[...]A, 2 14  Shu‘al, 1 15  Pedaiah, H?, 11 16  Sons of Aha, H?, 3 
 
Num. 26:57    This is the enrollment of the Levites by their clans: Of Gershon, the clan of the 
Gershonites; of Kohath, the clan of the Kohathites; of Merari, the clan of the Merarites. 58 These 
are the clans of Levi: The clan of the Libnites, the clan of the Hebronites, the clan of the 
Mahlites, the clan of the Mushites, the clan of the Korahites. 
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Baruch Levine, Numbers (Anchor Bible) 
 Here begins an explanatory tangent, or gloss, which continues through Numbers 26:11. 
… 
 11. (The sons of Korah did not die, however.) This concludes the gloss. Most likely, it 
was appended by one conscious of the contradiction with Numbers 26:58, below, which 
registers a Korahite clan in the Levitical census. Possibly, such an editor was puzzled by the 
mention of benê Qōraḥ “the sons of Korah” in the captions of no less than eight Psalms, 
suggesting that these Levites were temple musicians. There are also probable references to the 
same Korahites in 1 Chronicles 9:19, 31, 12:6, 26:1, 19, 2 Chronicles 20:19. 
 

Itamar Kislev, “What Happened to the Sons of Korah?” JBL 2019 
Clearly, the two comments in Num 26 aimed to rehabilitate the Korahites, to establish their 

status as Levites and temple singers. It is possible to infer from the Korah story, and especially 
from the current form of Num 16:32, that the Korahites had exited the stage of history. This 
verse, and its statement that the Korahites had been wiped out, is pivotal for understanding 
why these comments were inserted. If not for this statement, no one would have imagined that 
the Korahite family had been completely wiped out. In other words, if not for the message 
imparted by the final wording of Num 16:32, there would have been no need to state that the 
sons of Korah did not die. 

 
Num. 16:32 and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up with their households, all 
Korah’s people and all their possessions. 
 
Num. 27:1    The daughters of Zelophehad, of Manassite family—son of Hepher son of Gilead 
son of Machir son of Manasseh son of Joseph—came forward. The names of the daughters were 
Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 2 They stood before Moses, Eleazar the priest, the 
chieftains, and the whole assembly, at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, and they said, 4 “Let 
not our father’s name be lost to his clan just because he had no son! Give us a holding among our 
father’s kinsmen!” 
 
[3 “Our father died in the wilderness. He was not one of the faction, Korah’s faction, which 
banded together against the LORD, but died for his own sin; and he has left no sons.”] 
 

Kislev:  
Both interpolations in Num 26 determine that, notwithstanding their rejection, the Korahites 

are still a legitimate Levitical family. The interpolated comment in the story of Zelophehad’s 
daughters takes a contrary position, arguing that, although the Korahites did not die, they enjoy 
no Levitical privileges. Accordingly, the third comment responds to the first two; otherwise it 
would be difficult to explain why this comment was inserted precisely in the story of 
Zelophehad’s daughters. 

 
These biblical fragments probably reflect a sharp political confrontation that took place in 

the late Persian period. Unfortunately, we can restore neither this dispute’s backdrop nor its 
details, but it still resonates here and there in the Bible. We also do not know who emerged 
victorious—the supporters or the opponents of the Korahites—but we do know that several 
psalms that adorn the Psalter are attributed to this family. 


