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Torah Talk for Balak 5781   Num 22:2-25:9 
 
Num. 22:36    When Balak heard that Balaam was coming, he went out to meet him at Ir-moab, 
which is on the Arnon border, at its farthest point. 37 Balak said to Balaam, “When I first sent to 
invite you, why didn’t you come to me? Am I really unable to reward you?” 38 But Balaam said 
to Balak, “And now that I have come to you, have I the power to speak freely? I can utter only 
the word that God puts into my mouth.” 
 
Num. 22:39    Balaam went with Balak and they came to Kiriath-huzoth. 40 Balak sacrificed oxen 
and sheep [ ֹצָו רָ֣קָּב ןא֑ ], and had them served to Balaam and the dignitaries with him. 41 In the 
morning Balak took Balaam up to Bamoth-baal. From there he could see a portion of the people. 
 
Nili Fox, “Numbers,” Jewish Study Bible 
36–40: Balak offers a sacrifice of well-being, which is eaten by Balaam and his entourage. 
 
Jacob Milgrom, Numbers (JPS Torah Commentary) 
40.  Sacrificed      Hebrew va-yizbah; that is, Balak sacrificed a zevah shelamim, a well-being 
offering, the meat of which is eaten by the worshiper and his guests, as is clear from Exodus 
18:12 and 1 Samuel 9:23–24. 
 
Baruch Levine, Numbers (Anchor Bible) 
40. Balaam sacrificed oxen and sheep. As Balaam takes up his role in Balak’s employ, there are 
any number of sacrifices offered, but the one reported in the present verse seems to be of a 
different character, unrelated to Balaam’s efforts. Balak simply prepared a feast in honor of 
Balaam, and sent portions of the slaughtered sheep and cattle to Balaam and the chieftains who 
were with him. Usage of the verb z-b-h is not limited to cultic offerings. It is denominative of 
zebaḥ “meal.” The text implies that Balak and Balaam were spending the night in different 
quarters. 
 
NRSV 40 Balak sacrificed oxen and sheep, and sent them to Balaam and to the officials … 
 
SFORNO:  Balak sacrificed oxen and sheep, and had them served to Balaam. As an offering, 
over and above the meal he served him; this was to satisfy his ego. 
 
RASHI:  Oxen and sheep. Rather, “an ox and a sheep.” The wicked say much and do little. 
 
Lev. 27:32  All tithes of the herd or flock … 
Eccl. 2:7  I also acquired more cattle, both herds and flocks, than all who were before me … 
1Chr. 12:41     flour, cakes of figs, raisin cakes, wine, oil, cattle, and sheep in abundance … 
2Chr. 31:6  they too brought tithes of cattle and sheep and tithes of sacred things  
 
Num. 11:22  “Could enough flocks and herds be slaughtered to suffice them? Or could all the 
fish of the sea be gathered for them to suffice them?” 
 
 


