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Torah Talk for Bemidbar 5781    Num 1:1-4:20 
 
Num. 1:1    On the first day of the second month, in the second year following the exodus from 
the land of Egypt, the LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the Tent of Meeting, 
saying: 
 
Num. 9:1    The LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, on the first new moon of the 
second year following the exodus from the land of Egypt, saying: 2 Let the Israelite people offer 
the passover sacrifice at its set time: 3 you shall offer it on the fourteenth day of this month, at 
twilight, at its set time; you shall offer it in accordance with all its rules and rites.  
 
Num. 1:2    Take a census of the whole Israelite community by the clans of its ancestral houses, 
listing the names, every male, head by head. 3 You and Aaron shall record them by their groups, 
from the age of twenty years up, all those in Israel who are able to bear arms. 4 Associated with 
you shall be a man from each tribe, each one the head of his ancestral house. 
   
Ex. 30:11     The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 12 When you take a census of the Israelite 
people according to their enrollment, each shall pay the LORD a ransom for himself on being 
enrolled, that no plague may come upon them through their being enrolled. 13 This is what 
everyone who is entered in the records shall pay: a half-shekel by the sanctuary weight—twenty 
gerahs to the shekel—a half-shekel as an offering to the LORD. 14 Everyone who is entered in the 
records, from the age of twenty years up, shall give the LORD’s offering: 15 the rich shall not pay 
more and the poor shall not pay less than half a shekel when giving the LORD’s offering as 
expiation for your persons. 
 
William H. C. Propp, Exodus (Anchor Bible) 
When is the census conducted? One would think at once. And yet, as we have observed, in 
30:12 Y-hweh assumes rather than commands that Moses will conduct a census. In theory, it 
could take place at any time. 
 In Numbers 1, however, dated to the second month of the second year, Y-hweh explicitly 
ordains a census: “Lift the head of all the community of Israel’s Sons.…” Even though Numbers 
1 does not mention the half-shekel tax, and even though Numbers excludes the Levites, the 
censuses in Exodus and Numbers yield the identical total: 603,550 adult males (Exod 38:26; 
Num 1:46). Only two explanations are possible: either P inconspicuously recounts a miraculous 
violation of actuarial probability—i.e., during the intervening month, the number of those 
passing their twentieth birthday equaled the number of deaths plus the population of Levites —
or else the two censuses are one and the same. 
 
Num. 7:1    On the day that Moses finished setting up the Tabernacle, he anointed and 
consecrated it and all its furnishings, as well as the altar and its utensils. When he had anointed 
and consecrated them, 2 the chieftains of Israel, the heads of ancestral houses, namely, the 
chieftains of the tribes, those who were in charge of enrollment, drew neara 3  and brought their 
offering before the LORD: six draught carts and twelve oxen, a cart for every two chieftains and 
an ox for each one.  
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Ex. 40:33  … When Moses had finished the work, 34 the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and 
the Presence of the LORD filled the Tabernacle. 35 Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting, 
because the cloud had settled upon it and the Presence of the LORD filled the Tabernacle. 36 
When the cloud lifted from the Tabernacle, the Israelites would set out, on their various 
journeys; 37 but if the cloud did not lift, they would not set out until such time as it did lift. 38 For 
over the Tabernacle a cloud of the LORD rested by day, and fire would appear in ita by night, in 
the view of all the house of Israel throughout their journeys. 
 
Num. 9:17 And whenever the cloud lifted from the Tent, the Israelites would set out accordingly; 
and at the spot where the cloud settled, there the Israelites would make camp. 18 At a command 
of the LORD the Israelites broke camp, and at a command of the LORD they made camp: they 
remained encamped as long as the cloud stayed over the Tabernacle. 19 When the cloud lingered 
over the Tabernacle many days, the Israelites observed the LORD’s mandate and did not journey 
on. 20 At such times as the cloud rested over the Tabernacle for but a few days, they remained 
encamped at a command of the LORD, and broke camp at a command of the LORD. 21 And at 
such times as the cloud stayed from evening until morning, they broke camp as soon as the cloud 
lifted in the morning. Day or night, whenever the cloud lifted, they would break camp. 22 
Whether it was two days or a month or a year—however long the cloud lingered over the 
Tabernacle—the Israelites remained encamped and did not set out; only when it lifted did they 
break camp. 23 On a sign from the LORD they made camp and on a sign from the LORD they 
broke camp; they observed the LORD’s mandate at the LORD’s bidding through Moses. 
 
Num. 10:11    In the second year, on the twentieth day of the second month, the cloud lifted from 
the Tabernacle of the Pact 12 and the Israelites set out on their journeys from the wilderness of 
Sinai. The cloud came to rest in the wilderness of Paran. 
 
Baruch Schwartz, “Leviticus,” Jewish Study Bible 
The first group of laws, on sacrifice (chs 1–7), are given on the first day of the month, the day 
the Presence entered the Tabernacle (see 7.37–38). Then, interrupting the law-giving, is the 
consecration of the priesthood (ch 8), the dedication of the Tabernacle (ch 9), and the crime 
and immediate death of Aaron’s sons (10.1–7, 12–20). The law-giving resumes as Moses is 
given the commandments concerning permitted and forbidden foods (ch 11), the purification 
and atonement following physical defilement (chs 12–15), the annual “Day of Atonement” (ch 
16), prohibitions of profane slaughter and blood (ch 17), sexual crimes (chs 18, 20), 
miscellaneous regulations assuring Israel’s holiness (ch 19), the sanctity of the priests (ch 21), 
the qualifications for sacrificial animals (ch 22), the weekly Sabbath and annual festivals (ch 
23), the oil for the Tabernacle lamp (24.1–4), and the showbread (24.5–9). Again the law-
giving is briefly interrupted, this time to recount the crime of the blasphemer and his execution 
(24.10–16, 23). It concludes with the laws of the sabbatical and jubilee years, including laws of 
slavery and property rights (25.1–26.2), a lengthy speech promising reward for compliance and 
punishment for failure to obey (26.3–45), and a summarizing caption (26.46). Then the laws of 
vows and tithes (ch 27) are appended and the caption is repeated (27.34). 
 
• the weekly Sabbath and annual festivals (Leviticus 23)  
• the daily offering plus the weekly Sabbath and annual festivals (Numbers 28–29) 


