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Torah Talk for Vayakhel-Pekudei  5781   Exodus 35-40 
 
Ex. 35:20    So the whole community of the Israelites left Moses’ presence. 21 And everyone who 
excelled in ability and everyone whose spirit moved him came, bringing to the LORD his offering 
for the work of the Tent of Meeting and for all its service and for the sacral vestments. 22 Men 
and women, all whose hearts moved them, all who would make an elevation offering of gold to 
the LORD, came bringing brooches, earrings, rings, and pendants—gold objects of all kinds. 23 
And everyone who had in his possession blue, purple, and crimson yarns, fine linen, goats’ hair, 
tanned ram skins, and dolphin skins, brought them; 24 everyone who would make gifts of silver 
or copper brought them as gifts for the LORD; and everyone who had in his possession acacia 
wood for any work of the service brought that. 25 And all the skilled women spun [ ּו֑וָט ] with their 
own hands, and brought what they had spun [ הֶ֗וְטַמ ], in blue, purple, and crimson yarns, and in 
fine linen. 26 And all the women who excelled in that skill spun [ ּו֖וָט ] the goats’ hair. 27 And the 
chieftains brought lapis lazuli and other stones for setting, for the ephod and for the breastpiece; 
28 and spices and oil for lighting, for the anointing oil, and for the aromatic incense. 29 Thus the 
Israelites, all the men and women whose hearts moved them to bring anything for the work that 
the LORD, through Moses, had commanded to be done, brought it as a freewill offering to the 
LORD. 
 
Jeffrey Tigay, “Exodus,” Jewish Study Bible 

25–26: And all the skilled women spun: Women had a role in the building of the Tabernacle 
(cf. 38.8). Spinning was women’s work (Prov. 31.19). 
 
Ex. 38:8    He made the laver of copper and its stand of copper, from the mirrors of the women 
who performed tasks at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting. 
 
Prov. 31:19   She sets her hand to the distaff; 
  Her fingers work the spindle. 
 
William H. C. Propp, Exodus (Anchor Bible) 
 35:25. spinning-stuff. Maṭwe(h) may connote the fleeces, already dyed, from which the 
women spin threads, which in turn the men weave into fabric. Alternatively, it may describe the 
finished fabrics that the men present to Moses. 
 
Ex. 35:20    So the whole community of the Israelites left Moses’ presence. 21 And everyone who 
excelled in ability and everyone whose spirit moved him came, bringing to the LORD his offering 
for the work of the Tent of Meeting and for all its service and for the sacral vestments … 
25 And all the skilled women [ בֵ֖ל־תַמְכַח ] spun [ ּו֑וָט ] with their own hands, and brought what they 
had spun [ הֶ֗וְטַמ ], in blue, purple, and crimson yarns, and in fine linen. 26 And all the women who 
excelled in that skill [ הָ֑מְכָחְּב הָנָ֖תֹא ןָּ֛בִל אָׂ֥שָנ רֶׁ֨שֲא ] spun [ ּו֖וָט ] the goats’ hair. 
 
Ex. 34:32    Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he instructed them concerning all that the 
LORD had imparted to him on Mount Sinai. 33 And when Moses had finished speaking with them, 
he put a veil [ הֶֽוְסַמ ] over his face. 
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34  Whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with Him, he would leave the veil 
[ הֶ֖וְסַּמ ] off until he came out; and when he came out and told the Israelites what he had been 
commanded, 35 the Israelites would see how radiant the skin of Moses’ face was. Moses would 
then put the veil [ ֙הֶוְסַּמ ] back over his face until he went in to speak with Him. 

 
Gen. 49:11     He tethers his ass to a vine, 
  His ass’s foal to a choice vine; 
  He washes his garment in wine, 

 His robe [ הֹתּוס ] in blood of grapes. 
 
RASHI [to 34:33]: He put a veil over his face. Onkelos gives us the meaning of the word 
translated “veil,” for it is an Aramaic word. B. Ket. 60a uses an Aramaic verb from this root to 
mean “look,” and here too the “veil” is a garment that covers the face and the eyes. Moses put 
the veil over his face on account of the horns of majesty that radiated from it, so that they 
would not feast their eyes on them. He removed the veil when he was speaking with Israel, and 
also while God was communicating with him. 
 
RASHBAM: A veil. The vav in this word masveh is indeed part of the root, just like the vav in 
sutoh, “his robe” (Gen. 49:11)—but these are two separate roots and two different garments. In 
the latter word, the t is also a root letter. 
 

IBN EZRA: A veil. We understand what the word means from the way it is used in this 
context. The “robe” of “His robe in blood of grapes” (Gen. 49:11) is etymologically related.  
 
Propp, Exodus (Anchor Bible) 
 34:33. veil. The word maswe(h) is found only in this story, and its meaning is largely 
deduced from context. The root is probably swy, from which are derived Phoenician swt (KAI 
11:2; 24:8) and swyh (KAI 76A.4) and Hebrew št (Gen 49:11 MT), all meaning “garment. 
 
2Sam. 14:2 Joab sent to Tekoa and brought a clever woman from there. He said to her, “Pretend 
you are in mourning; put on mourning clothes and don’t anoint yourself with oil; and act like a 
woman who has grieved a long time over a departed one.” 
 
2Sam. 20:16 A clever woman shouted from the city, “Listen! Listen! Tell Joab to come over here 
so I can talk to him.” 
 
 
Deut. 7:15 The LORD will ward off from you all sickness; He will not bring upon you any of the 
dreadful diseases [ ֩יֵוְדַמ ] of Egypt, about which you know, but will inflict them upon all your 
enemies. 
 
Deut. 28:60 He will bring back upon you all the sicknesses [ הֵ֣וְדַמ ] of Egypt that you dreaded so, 
and they shall cling to you. 


