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Torah Talk for Ki Tisa 5781  Exod 30:11-34:35 (end) 
 
Ex. 34:1    The LORD said to Moses: “Carve two tablets of stone like the first, and I will inscribe upon the tablets 
the words that were on the first tablets, which you shattered. 2 Be ready by morning, and in the morning come up to 
Mount Sinai and present yourself there to Me, on the top of the mountain. 3 No one else shall come up with you, and 
no one else shall be seen anywhere on the mountain; neither shall the flocks and the herds graze at the foot of this 
mountain.” … 
 
Ex. 34:10     He said: I hereby make a covenant. Before all your people I will work such wonders as have not 
been wrought on all the earth or in any nation; and all the people who are with you shall see how awesome are the 
LORD’s deeds which I will perform for you. 11 Mark well what I command you this day. I will drive out before you 
the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 12 Beware of making a 
covenant with the inhabitants of the land against which you are advancing, lest they be a snare in your midst. 13 No, 
you must tear down their altars, smash their pillars, and cut down their sacred posts; 14 for you must not worship any 
other god, because the LORD, whose name is Impassioned, is an impassioned God. 15 You must not make a covenant 
with the inhabitants of the land, for they will lust after their gods and sacrifice to their gods and invite you, and you 
will eat of their sacrifices. 16 And when you take wives from among their daughters for your sons, their daughters 
will lust after their gods and will cause your sons to lust after their gods.  
 
Ex. 34:17     You shall not make molten gods for yourselves. 
 
Ex. 34:18    You shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread—eating unleavened bread for seven days, as I have 
commanded you—at the set time of the month of Abib, for in the month of Abib you went forth from Egypt. 
 
Ex. 34:19    Every first issue of the womb is Mine, from all your livestock that drop a male as firstling, whether 
cattle or sheep. 20  But the firstling of an ass you shall redeem with a sheep; if you do not redeem it, you must break 
its neck. And you must redeem every first-born among your sons.  
 
 None shall appear before Me empty-handed. 
 
Ex. 34:21    Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall cease from labor; you shall cease from labor 
even at plowing time and harvest time. 
 
Ex. 34:22    You shall observe the Feast of Weeks, of the first fruits of the wheat harvest; and the Feast of 
Ingathering at the turn of the year. 23 Three times a year all your males shall appear before the Sovereign LORD, the 
God of Israel. 24 I will drive out nations from your path and enlarge your territory; no one will covet your land when 
you go up to appear before the LORD your God three times a year. 
 
Ex. 34:25    You shall not offer the blood of My sacrifice with anything leavened; and the sacrifice of the Feast of 
Passover shall not be left lying until morning. 
 
Ex. 34:26    The choice first fruits of your soil you shall bring to the house of the LORD your God.  
 
 You shall not boil a kid in its mother’s milk.  
 
Ex. 34:27    And the LORD said to Moses: Write down these commandments, for in accordance with these 
commandments I make a covenant with you and with Israel. 
 
Ex. 34:28    And he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he ate no bread and drank no water; and 
he wrote down on the tablets the terms of the covenant, the Ten Commandments. 
 
 



e-mail: torahtalk@earthlink.net                 iTunes: https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/torah-talk/id291683417 
web: http://mcarasik.wordpress.com/category/podcast/      contribute: https://www.paypal.me/mcarasik 

Commentators’ Bible: https://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/jps/9780827608122/  
Biblical Hebrew: https://www.thegreatcourses.com/courses/biblical-hebrew-learning-a-sacred-language.html 

© 2021 by Michael Carasik, except for translations from Tanakh, by permission of the Jewish Publication Society. 

Nahum Sarna, Exodus (JPS Torah Commentary) 
the Ten Commandments     Hebrew ꜥaseret ha-devarim, is also the title given in Deuteronomy 

4:13 and 10:4. See introduction to chapter 20. 
THE DECALOGUE:  INTRODUCTION 

The Title      The present chapter carries no designation for this document. The popular 
English title “The Ten Commandments” is derived from the traditional, although inaccurate, 
English rendering of the Hebrew phrase ꜥaseret ha-devarim that appears in Exodus 34:28 and in 
Deuteronomy 4:13 and 10:4. In fact, the term “commandment” (Heb. mitsvah, pl. mitsvot) is not 
employed in the present context. The Hebrew means, rather, “The Ten Words,” which the Jews 
of ancient Alexandria in Egypt translated literally into Greek as deka logoi. This gave rise to the 
more accurate English alternative “Decalogue.” In fact, traditional exegesis derived thirteen, not 
ten, commandments from the Decalogue as, for instance, in the Sefer ha-Hinnukh (13th cent.). 

Hebrew devarim does appear in the introductory verse as well as in the epilogue to the 
repetition of the Decalogue found in Deuteronomy 5. In rabbinic texts, and generally in Hebrew 
down to modern times, the common designation is ‘aseret ha-dibrot. This latter word is the 
plural of diber, which in Jeremiah 5:13 denotes the revealed word of God, a meaning that is 
singularly appropriate in the present context. 

 
Jeffrey Tigay, “Exodus,” Jewish Study Bible 
 28: He wrote down on the tablets the terms of the covenant, the Ten Commandments: 
In view of v. 1 and Deut. 10.4 this seems to mean that God wrote down the Decalogue, so that 
two covenant documents—vv. 11–26 and the Decalogue—resulted from this encounter, just as 
the terms of the earlier covenant included both the Decalogue and the Book of the Covenant 
(24.4, 7–8, 12; 31.18). But in the immediate context he wrote is most naturally construed as 
referring to Moses and the terms of the covenant as referring to the terms mentioned in vv. 
11–26. This is why some scholars call vv. 11–26 the Ritual Decalogue or Cultic Decalogue. But 
dividing the commandments of those vv. into ten is difficult and why the text designates them 
as the Decalogue—which according to v. 1 God was going to write on the tablets—is puzzling. 
The present text appears to combine two different traditions about what the terms of the 
covenant were. 
 
William H. C. Propp, Exodus (Anchor Bible) 
 the Ten Words. The expression ꜥăśeret haddəbārı̂m creates a frame with 20:1–17(14), 
the Decalog proper (cf. Deut 4:13; 10:4), thus surrounding the entire Covenantal legislation. 
 Though some have sought another Decalog inside chap. 34, I cannot find it. Exod 34:1 
and Deut 10:1–4 understand the “Ten Words” to be the same on the first and second Tablets. 
For further discussion, see above, p. 150. 
 The reference to “the Ten Words” in 34:28 … reassures the reader that the second 
tablets bore the same text as the first. (I do not share the common view, first expressed by 
Goethe, that chap. 34 contains Ten Words, an alternate Yahwistic Decalog. Just try to count 
them!) 
 
NAHMANIDES [to v. 31]:  Moses spoke to them. Once all the rest of the people saw that he 
was talking with the chieftains, they all “came near” (v. 32), and “he gave them in 
commandment all that the LORD had spoken with him in Mount Sinai” (OJPS). That is, the second 
set of the Ten Commandments that He had given him, and everything from vv. 11–26. 


