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Torah Talk for Va’era 5781   Exod 6:2-9:35 (end) 
 
Ex. 6:1     Then the LORD said to Moses, “You shall soon see what I will do to Pharaoh: he 

shall let them go because of a greater might; indeed, because of a greater might he shall drive them 
from his land.” 
 

Ex. 6:2     God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am the LORD. 3 I appeared to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob as El Shaddai, but I did not make Myself known to them [ ֹל םֶֽהָל יִּתְעַ֖דֹונ א֥ ] by My 
name YHWH.a 4 I also established My covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the 
land in which they lived as sojourners. 5 I have now heard the moaning of the Israelites because the 
Egyptians are holding them in bondage, and I have remembered My covenant. 6 Say, therefore, to 
the Israelite people: I am the LORD. I will free you from the labors of the Egyptians and deliver you 
from their bondage. I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and through extraordinary 
chastisements. 7 And I will take you to be My people, and I will be your God. And you shall know 
that I, the LORD, am your God who freed you from the labors of the Egyptians. 8 I will bring you 
into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give it to you for a 
possession, I the LORD.” 9 But when Moses told this to the Israelites, they would not listen to 
Moses, their spirits crushed by cruel bondage. 

a This divine name is traditionally not pronounced; instead, Adonai, “(the) Lord,” is regularly substituted for it. 
 
William H. C. Propp, “The Priestly Source Recovered Intact?” VT 46 (1996) 
For Documentarians, Exod. vi 2-9 is Moses’ first encounter with Y-hw-h in the independent 

Priestly Source.  After all, v. 3 contains the contradiction that spawned documentary analysis in 
the first place: it is simply not true in the received text that God was unknown as Y-hw-h before 
Moses time. 

 
Gen. 15:7     Then He said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the 

Chaldeans to assign this land to you as a possession.” 
Gen. 28:13 And the LORD was standing beside him and He said, “I am the LORD, the God of 

your father Abraham and the God of Isaac: the ground on which you are lying I will assign to 
you and to your offspring.’ 

 
The annoying fact remains: while we can establish likelihood, we cannot prove the existence of P 

as an independent source without an ancient manuscript.  Even an incomplete manuscript would 
show that some document lay behind P, that the author was not simply improvising a supplement 
to an earlier text.  While I have not located such a scroll, I shall argue that a fragment of the intact 
Priestly Source can be excavated out of the book of Ezekiel. 

 
Ex. 2:23    … The Israelites were groaning under the bondage and cried out; and their cry 

for help from the bondage rose up to God. 24 God heard their moaning, and God remembered 
His covenant with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. 25 God looked upon the Israelites, and God 
took notice of them [ םיִֽהuֱא עַד ֵּ֖יַו ].  NETS: “and he became known to them.” 

 
What is the original function of Exod. ii 23b-25, and what is the correct reading of v. 25?  The 

answer to both can be found, I submit, in Ezek. xx 5-9. 
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Ezek. 20:5     Say to them: Thus said the Lord GOD:  
 On the day that I chose [ יִ֣רֳחָּב ] Israel, I gave My oath to the stock of the House of Jacob; 

when I made Myself known to them in the land of Egypt, I gave my oath to them. When I said, “I 
the LORD am your God,” 6 that same day I swore to them to take them out of the land of Egypt into 
a land flowing with milk and honey, a land which I had sought out for them, the fairest of all lands. 

Ezek. 20:7     I also said to them: Cast away, every one of you, the detestable things that you are 
drawn to, and do not defile yourselves with the fetishes of Egypt—I the LORD am your God. 8 But 
they defied Me and refused to listen to Me. They did not cast away the detestable things they were 
drawn to, nor did they give up the fetishes of Egypt. Then I resolved to pour out My fury upon 
them, to vent all My anger upon them there, in the land of Egypt. 9 But I acted for the sake of My 
name, that it might not be profaned in the sight of the nations among whom they were. For it was 
before their eyes that I had made Myself known to Israeld [ ֙םֶהיֵלֲא יִּתְעַ֤דֹונ ] to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt.       d Lit. “them.” 

 
Walther Zimmerli, Ezekiel (Hermeneia) to Ezek 20:5 
For the first and only time in the book of Ezekiel the verb רחב  is used, which plays an important 

role in the contemporary Deuteronomic terminology … The linguistic contacts much more strongly 
place Ezek 20 close to the language of the Priestly Document (in particular Ex 6). Admittedly the 
verb רחב  is lacking there, but an important role is played by God’s self-disclosure in his name (Ex 
6:2, 6, 8; in v 7 in the recognition formula), the promise of the land ( ידי תא יתאׂשנ  Ex 6:8), the 
recognition of God and his giving of himself to be recognized ( עדי  Ex 6:3; v 7 in the recognition 
formula), exactly as in Ezek 20. 

 
Baruch Schwartz, “Reconsidering Ezekiel’s Role in the History of the Israelite Priesthood,” 2004 
Even if it were not reported to us explicitly by the anonymous interpolator of Ezek 1:2-3a, and 

even if we did not have Ezekiel’s account of his response to Yhwh’s appalling demand that he 
partake of bread baked on cakes of excrement (Ezek 4:14), and even if we dismiss the fanciful 
medieval suggestion that Ezekiel was led “round about” the valley of the dry bones (Ezek 37:2) but 
did not actually enter it in order to avoid corpse-contamination, we would still be in no doubt as to 
his priestly pedigree.  This is so because everything the prophet says is determined by it.  He 
explains what went wrong, depicts the results of what went wrong, and predicts the eventual 
rectification of everything that went wrong, from a thoroughly priestly standpoint. 
 

William H. C. Propp, Exodus (Anchor Bible) – Source Analysis 
Exod 6:2–7:7 is basically Priestly, with Redactorial supplementation. The passage originally 

continued from 2:25 and was P’s alternative to JE’s bush theophany (Exodus 3–4). Lexical 
evidence of Priestly or Redactorial authorship abounds: hēqı̂m bərı̂t ‘made stand a covenant’ 
(6:4); ʾereṣ məgurı̂m ‘land of sojournings’ (6:4); lākēn ʾĕmōr ‘therefore, say’ (6:6) (see 
Wimmer 1967: 409–10); šəpāṭı̂m ‘judgments’ (6:6; 7:4); nāśā(ʾ) yād ‘raise an arm’ (6:8); 
môrāšâ ‘inheritance’ (6:8); məʾat (vs. mēʾâ) ‘hundred’ (6:16, 18, 20); tôlədôt ‘generations’ 
(6:16, 19); ləmišpəḥôtām ‘in their families’ (6:17, 25); ꜥal-/bə/ləṣibʾōtām ‘by their brigades’ 
(6:26; cf. 7:4). Also characteristic of P is the expression “Moses and Aaron did, as Y-hw-h had 
commanded them, so they did” (7:6). Finally, the divine name (ʾēl) šadday appears in the Torah 
primarily in P (Gen 17:1; 28:3; 35:11; 48:3); note, however, Gen 43:14 (JE) and Gen 49:25 
(independent poem) 


