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Torah Talk for Hayyei Sarah 5781  Gen 23:1-25:18 
 
Gen. 24:10     Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and set out, taking with him all the 
bounty of his master; and he made his way to Aram-naharaim, to the city of Nahor. 11 He made the 
camels kneel down by the well outside the city, at evening time, the time when women come out to draw 
water. 12 And he said, “O LORD, God of my master Abraham, grant me good fortune this day, and deal 
graciously with my master Abraham: 13 Here I stand by the spring as the daughters of the townsmen 
come out to draw water; 14 let the maiden to whom I say, ‘Please, lower your jar that I may drink,’ and 
who replies, ‘Drink, and I will also water your camels’—let her be the one whom You have decreed for 
Your servant Isaac. Thereby shall I know that You have dealt graciously with my master.” 
 
Jack M. Sasson, “The Servant’s Tale: How Rebekah Found a Spouse,” JNES 65.4 (2006) 
Robert Alter applied to this pattern of motifs the label “betrothal type-scene” (imported from Homeric 
scholarship). How Ruth got herself a husband might be included among the “betrothal type-scene”: she 
crossed borders and met Boaz, not around a well but at the threshing floor, another communal spot. 
 
םִא דַ֥ע •    
Gen. 24:19 When she had let him drink his fill, she said, “I will also draw for your camels, until they finish drinking.” 
Gen. 24:33 But when food was set before him, he said, “I will not eat until I have told my tale.” He said, “Speak, then.” 
Ruth 2:21 Ruth the Moabite said, “He even told me, ‘Stay close by my workers until all my harvest is finished.’” 

 
דֶסֶ֫ח •  [249 biblical occurrences] – 4 in Genesis 24, 3 in Ruth 
Gen. 24:12 And he said, “O LORD, God of my master Abraham, grant me good fortune this day, and deal graciously with 

my master Abraham: 
Gen. 24:14 let the maiden to whom I say, ‘Please, lower your jar that I may drink,’ and who replies, ‘Drink, and I will also 

water your camels’—let her be the one whom You have decreed for Your servant Isaac. Thereby shall I know that You 
have dealt graciously with my master.” 

Gen. 24:27 and said, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who has not withheld His steadfast faithfulness 
from my master. For I have been guided on my errand by the LORD, to the house of my master’s kinsmen.” 

Gen. 24:49 And now, if you mean to treat my master with true kindness, tell me; and if not, tell me also, that I may turn 
right or left.” 

Ruth 1:8     But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Turn back, each of you to her mother’s house. May the LORD 
deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me! 

Ruth 2:20     Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “Blessed be he of the LORD, who has not failed in His kindness to the 
living or to the dead! For,” Naomi explained to her daughter-in-law, “the man is related to us; he is one of our redeeming 
kinsmen.” 

Ruth 3:10     He exclaimed, “Be blessed of the LORD, daughter! Your latest deed of loyalty is greater than the first, in 
that you have not turned to younger men, whether poor or rich.” 

 
ְּתַא־יִמ •    
Gen. 24:23 “Pray tell me,” he said, “whose daughter are you? Is there room in your father’s house for us to spend the 

night?” 
Gen. 24:47 I inquired of her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ And she said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, son of Nahor, whom 

Milcah bore to him.’ And I put the ring on her nose and the bands on her arms. 
Ruth 3:9     “Who are you?” he asked. And she replied, “I am your handmaid Ruth. Spread your robe over your 

handmaid, for you are a redeeming kinsman.” 
Ruth 3:16 she came to her mother-in-law, who asked, “How is it with you, daughter?” She told her all that the man had done 

for her. 
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הרקמ/הרק •   
Gen. 24:12 And he said, “O LORD, God of my master Abraham, grant me good fortune this day, and deal graciously with 

my master Abraham: 
Ruth 2:3 and off she went. She came and gleaned in a field, behind the reapers; and, as luck would have it, it was the piece 

of land belonging to Boaz, who was of Elimelech’s family. 
 
• blessing the new marriage 
Gen. 24:50     Then Laban and Bethuel answered, “The matter was decreed by the LORD; we cannot speak to you bad or 

good. 51 Here is Rebekah before you; take her and go, and let her be a wife to your master’s son, as the LORD has 
spoken.” 52 When Abraham’s servant heard their words, he bowed low to the ground before the LORD. 53 The servant 
brought out objects of silver and gold, and garments, and gave them to Rebekah; and he gave presents to her brother and 
her mother. 54 Then he and the men with him ate and drank, and they spent the night. When they arose next morning, he 
said, “Give me leave to go to my master.” 55 But her brother and her mother said, “Let the maiden remain with us some 
ten days; then you may go.” 56 He said to them, “Do not delay me, now that the LORD has made my errand successful. 
Give me leave that I may go to my master.” 57 And they said, “Let us call the girl and ask for her reply.” 58 They called 
Rebekah and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” And she said, “I will.” 59 So they sent off their sister Rebekah and 
her nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his men. 60  And they blessed Rebekah and said to her,  

 
 “O sister! 
 May you grow 
 Into thousands of myriads; 
 May your offspring seize 
 The gates of their foes.” 
 
Ruth 4:9     And Boaz said to the elders and to the rest of the people, “You are witnesses today that I am acquiring from 

Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and Mahlon. 10 I am also acquiring Ruth the 
Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, as my wife, so as to perpetuate the name of the deceased upon his estate, that the name of 
the deceased may not disappear from among his kinsmen and from the gate of his home town. You are witnesses today.” 
11 All the people at the gate and the elders answered, “We are.  
May the LORD make the woman who is coming into your house like Rachel and Leah, both of whom built up the 
House of Israel!  
Prosper in Ephrathah  
and perpetuate your name in Bethlehem!  
12 And may your house be like the house of Perez whom Tamar bore to Judah—through the offspring which the 
LORD will give you by this young woman.” 

 
Gen. 24:12 And he said, “O LORD, God of my master Abraham, grant me good fortune [ םֹוּ֑יַה יַ֖נָפְל אָ֥נ־הֵרְקַה ] this day, and 

deal graciously with my master Abraham: 
 KJV: send me good speed 
 NRSV: please grant me success 
 Fox: pray let it happen today for me 
Ruth 2:3 and off she went. She came and gleaned in a field, behind the reapers; and, as luck would have it [ ָהֶ֔רְקִמ רֶקִּ֣יַו ], it 

was the piece of land belonging to Boaz, who was of Elimelech’s family. 
Eccl. 2:14   A wise man has his eyes in his head, 
   Whereas a fool walks in darkness.  
But I also realized that the same fate awaits them both [ הֶ֥רְקִי דָ֖חֶא הֶ֥רְקִּמ  ]. 15  So I reflected: “The fate of the fool is also 

destined for me [ יִנֵ֔רְקִי יִ֣נֲא־םַּג ֙ליִסְּכַה הֵ֤רְקִמְּכ ]; to what advantage, then, have I been wise?” And I came to the conclusion 
that that too was futile, 

 
 


