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Torah Talk for V'zot ha-Bracha 5780-81    Deuteronomy 33-34 
 
Deut. 33:1     This is the blessing with which Moses, the man of God, bade the Israelites farewell 
before he died.… 
 
Deut. 33:7    And this he said of Judah: 
 Hear, O LORD, the voice of Judah 
 And restore him to his people. 
 Though his own hands strive for him, 
 Help him against his foes. 
… 
Deut. 33:13    And of Joseph he said: 
 Blessed of the LORD be his land 
 With the bounty of dew from heaven, 
 And of the deep that couches below; 
14   With the bounteous yield of the sun, 
 And the bounteous crop of the moons; 
15   With the best from the ancient mountains, 
 And the bounty of hills immemorial; 
16   With the bounty of earth and its fullness, 
 And the favor of the Presence in the Bush. 
 May these rest on the head of Joseph, 
 On the crown of the elect of his brothers. 
17   Like a firstling bull in his majesty, 
 He has horns like the horns of the wild-ox; 
 With them he gores the peoples, 
 The ends of the earth one and all. 
 These are the myriads of Ephraim, 
 Those are the thousands of Manasseh. 
 
BEKHOR SHOR to v. 15: With the best from the ancient mountains. As 1 Sam. 1:1 
tells us, Ephraim was “hill country.” 
HIZKUNI: More precisely, “with the best from the mountains of the first one,” 
Joseph’s “first” son, Ephraim. 
 
ABARBANEL to v. 13: And of Joseph he said. The resemblance of this blessing to 
Jacob’s blessing of Joseph in Gen. 49:22–26 is so great that some phrases are 
repeated exactly. 
 
Gen. 50:25 So Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, “When God has taken 
notice of you, you shall carry up my bones from here.” 
Gen. 50:26 Joseph died at the age of one hundred and ten years; and he was embalmed 
and placed in a coffin in Egypt. 
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Deut. 34:8 … The period of wailing and mourning for Moses came to an end. 
9 Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his 
hands upon him; and the Israelites heeded him, doing as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
Deut. 34:10     Never again did there arise in Israel a prophet like Moses—whom the LORD 
singled out, face to face, 11 for the various signs and portents that the LORD sent him to display 
in the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his courtiers and his whole country, 12 and for all 
the great might and awesome power that Moses displayed before all Israel. 
 

Josh. 24:32    The bones of Joseph, which the Israelites had brought up from Egypt, were buried at 
Shechem, in the piece of ground which Jacob had bought for a hundred kesitahs from the children of 
Hamor, Shechem’s father, and which had become a heritage of the Josephites. 
 
Nili Wazana, “Joshua,” Jewish Study Bible 
 32: The bones of Joseph … were buried at Shechem …, concluding the story of Joseph 
according to his instructions (Gen. 50.25; Exod. 13.19). Which Jacob had bought … from the children 
of Hamor, recalling Gen. 33.19. Through these concluding motifs the end of Josh. refers back to Gen., 
framing the hexateuch. 
 
Ex. 13:19 And Moses took with him the bones of Joseph, who had exacted an oath from the children 
of Israel, saying, “God will be sure to take notice of you: then you shall carry up my bones from here 
with you.” 
 
William Propp, Exodus, Anchor Bible 
13:19. Moses took. By Joseph’s injunction (Gen 50:24–25), all Israel should have been responsible for 
Joseph’s reinterment, not only Moses. Either Moses is singled out as particularly meritorious, or else 
he acts as the people’s representative (Sforno). Exod. Rab. 20:19 observes that Moses is rewarded 
for this act of piety with burial at the hand of Yhwh himself (Deut 34:6). 
 Although Joseph’s coffin goes unmentioned until Israel reaches Canaan (Josh 24:32), we must 
always bear in mind that the Israelites’ wilderness trek is simultaneously Joseph’s long-postponed 
funeral cortege. 

 
Marc Brettler [on Parshat Va-yechi], http://thetorah.com/is-the-torah-a-pentateuch/ 
Imagine, if you can, giving someone who was not at all familiar with the Bible and its structure 

the books of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Samuel and 
Kings, and asking them to divide these nine books into two groups.  I believe that most people, on 
the basis of content, theme, and structure, would put the divider between Joshua and Judges 
rather than between Deuteronomy and Joshua. 
… 

Joshua, unlike the other books of the Former Prophets (Joshua-Kings), is full of references to the 
Torah.  God’s initial charge to Joshua, “Be strong and resolute, for you shall apportion to this people 
the land that I swore to their fathers to assign to them” (Josh 1:6) repeats Deut. 31:23: “And He 
charged Joshua son of Nun: ‘Be strong and resolute: for you shall bring the Israelites into the land that 
I promised them on oath, and I will be with you.’”  This suggests that the Book of Joshua is the direct 
continuation of the end of Deuteronomy, and not the beginning of a new unit that we now call Nevi’im, 
prophets; this is supported by much more evidence in Joshua. 
 


