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Torah Talk for Lech Lecha 5781  Genesis 12-17 
 
Gen. 12:1     The LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your native land and from your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. 
3     I will make of you a great nation, 
 And I will bless you; 
 I will make your name great, 
 And you shall be a blessing.a a I.e., a standard by which blessing is invoked; cf. v. 3 end.  
3   I will bless those who bless you 
 And curse him that curses you; 
 And all the families of the earth 
 Shall bless themselves by you.” 
Gen. 12:4     Abram went forth as the LORD had commanded him, and Lot went with him. 
Abram was seventy-five years old when he left Haran. 5 Abram took his wife Sarai and his 
brother’s son Lot, and all the wealth that they had amassed, and the persons that they had 
acquired [ ּוׂ֣שָע־רֶׁשֲא ׁשֶפֶּ֖נַה־תֶאְו ] in Haran; and they set out for the land of Canaan. 
 
I הׂשע  (2627 times)  
—6. to acquire: a) ִליַח  might, mighty acts Nu 2418 Dt 817f 1S 1448 see Stoebe KAT 8/1:275; 
wealth Ezk 284; ִליַח  power through a large family Ru 411 (Parker JBL 95 (1976):232), ד(בָּכ  Gn 
ׁשֶֶפנ ,311  (people, slaves) Gn 125; ת(ָרְׁשו םיִָרׁש  Qoh 28, בֶכֶר  1K 15, ָהּלֻעְּפ  wages Pr 1118, רֶֶכׂש ֵיׂשֹע  
(cj. רָָכׂש ) wage-earners Is 1910, ָןְיִנק ְו ֶהְנקִמ  possession of cattle and property Ezk 3812; b) to 
obtain for oneself: ִםיַָפנְּכ  Pr 235; to obtain for someone קְֹחצ  Gn 216, הֹאז  Jr 217, ֶהּלֵא ֵםׁש ׳ָע ;418   
with ְל  to make a name for oneself. 
 
GERSONIDES: The persons that they had acquired in Haran. For “make” in the sense of 
“acquire,” see 31:1, “he has built up all this wealth.” 
 
HIZKUNI: The persons that they had acquired in Haran. Whom they had acquired for the 
Lord. This was the start of the giving of the Torah.  
 
IBN EZRA: The persons that they had acquired. Literally, “the souls that they had made,” 
referring to homeborn slaves; but one can indeed “make” something in the sense of acquiring it: 
“my own power and the might of my own hand have won this wealth for me” (Deut. 8:17). But 
some say they “made” these souls in the sense of teaching them to worship the Holy One. 
 
RASHI:  The persons that they had acquired in Haran. Literally, that they had “made”—
they had brought them under the wings of the Shekhinah. Abraham would convert the men, and 
Sarah would convert the women. The verse credits them with actually “making” these people. 
But the straightforward sense of the expression is “the slaves they had bought.” The Hebrew 
verb, which literally means “make” or “do,” is used to indicate acquisition and earnings in “Jacob 
. . . has built up all this wealth” (31:1). 
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Albert I Baumgarten, “The ‘Outreach’ Campaign of the Ancient Pharisees” 
One of the contributions of social scientific study of the various new religious movements that flourished in 

recent decades has been a better understanding of the dynamics by which people make choices to change their 
affiliation.…  Perhaps the most important conclusion is that people make these moves in a new direction well 
before they are completely aware of the consequences. The motivation for change is not learning about or 
experiencing a new and more meaningful life style, or exposure to a convincing ideology or theology.…People 
changed in order to live the same way as their friends. Friendship came first; knowledge, conviction, and theology 
followed in its wake.  

… 
For example, in speaking about Abraham, the Rabbis emphasized two aspects of his activity: the numerous 

converts he brought under the wings of the covenant and his open house, actively searching for guests. In most 
texts, these two sides of Abraham were not connected with each other, but in at least two places the connection 
was explicit. First is an anonymous comment in GenR, 48: 

םירגל תחתפ בוט חתפ ,םיבשלו םירבועל תחתפ בוט חתפ  
Next is a remark in CantR 1.3: 

הניכשה יפנכ תחת ןסינכמו  ןרייגמו ןברקמו ןביהאמו ןקשמו ןליכאמו ותיבל ןסינכמ וניבא םהרבא היהש  
 
Song R. 1:22.  R. Johanan applied the verse to our father Abraham. When God said to him, Get 
thee out of thy country and from thy kindred (Gen. XII, 1), what did he resemble? A phial of 
scent put away in a corner, so that it gives off no smell, till someone comes and moves it from its 
place, when its odor begins to escape. So the Holy One, blessed be He, said to Abraham: 
Abraham, many good deeds hast thou performed; many precepts hast thou kept. Become a 
wanderer on the earth and thy name will become great in My world. [And so it says]: Get thee 
out, and what is written afterwards? And I will make of thee a great nation (ib. 2). THEREFORE 
DO WORLDS [E.V. THE  MAIDENS, תֹומָלֲע ] LOVE THEE. God said to him: Here are many 
worlds for thee, as it is written, And Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his brother's son and all 
their substance that they had gathered and the souls that they had made [E.V. ‘gotten’] in Haran. 
Now if all mankind come together in an endeavour to create one insect they cannot do it: what it 
[the word ' made ‘] means, therefore, is, the proselytes whom Abraham and Sarah converted. 
Therefore it is said, And the souls which they made in Haran. R. Hunia said: Abraham used to 
convert the men and Sarai the women. Then why is it stated, ‘which they made in Haran’? It 
teaches that Abraham our father used to bring them into his house and give them food and drink 
and be friendly to them and attract them and convert them and bring them under the wings of the 
Shechinah. 
 
Gen. 18:1     The LORD appeared to him by the terebinths of Mamre; he was sitting at the 
entrance of the tent as the day grew hot. 
 
Gen R. 48:8.  IN THE TENT DOOR. [God said to him]:  
‘Thou hast opened a good door for travelers; thou hast opened a good door to proselytes.’ 
 
3   Your ointments yield a sweet fragrance, 
 Your name is like finestc oil—  c Meaning of Heb. uncertain. 
 Therefore do maidens love you. 
 
 
 


