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Torah Talk for Nitzavim-Vayelech 5780   Deuteronomy 29:9-31:30 (end) 
 
Deut. 29:9    You stand this day, all of you, before the LORD your God—your tribal heads, 

your elders and your officials, all the men of Israel, 10 your children, your wives, even the 
stranger within your camp, from woodchopper to water drawer— 11 to enter into the covenant of 
the LORD your God, which the LORD your God is concluding with you this day, with its 
sanctions; 12 to the end that He may establish you this day as His people and be your God, as He 
promised you and as He swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  
 
ABARBANEL: From woodchopper to waterdrawer. Moses is saying to them, “I will listen to what 
anyone has to say, from the greatest to the smallest.”  
 
Jeffrey Tigay, Deuteronomy, JPS Torah Commentary 
from woodchopper to waterdrawer      Since all categories of Israelites have already been listed, 
this phrase must refer to aliens who served as menial laborers. According to Joshua 9:21, 23, 
27, the Gibeonites were later assigned these tasks. The wording “from woodchopper to 
waterdrawer” means that other types of menial laborers are also included, such as washermen, 
gardeners, and straw collectors who are often associated with these two in ancient Near 
Eastern texts. 
 
RASHI: From woodchopper to waterdrawer. This teaches us that Canaanites had already come 
during Moses’ time to convert, as the Gibeonites did when “they too resorted to cunning” (Josh. 
9:4) in Joshua’s days. Joshua turned them into “hewers of wood and drawers of water” (Josh. 
9:21), and Moses obviously did the same. 
 
NAHMANIDES: Even the stranger within your camp, from woodchopper to waterdrawer. These 
were from the “mixed multitude” (Exod. 12:38). The Sages say that even a few Canaanites 
came, as did the Gibeonites in Joshua’s time, and that Moses made them woodchoppers and 
water drawers for the community and for the Tabernacle of the Lord. But they did not mean 
that these Canaanites deceived Moses as the Gibeonites did Joshua. They came to submit 
peaceably to him, as we have explained in our comments to 20:10–11. 

 
Gen. 24:11 He made the camels kneel down by the well outside the city, at evening time, the 

time when women come out to draw water. 
Gen. 24:13 Here I stand by the spring as the daughters of the townsmen come out to draw 

water. 
1Sam. 9:11     As they were climbing the ascent to the town, they met some girls coming 

out to draw water, and they asked them, “Is the seer in town?” 
 
BEKHOR SHOR: From woodchopper to waterdrawer. The woodchoppers were the male slaves, the 
water drawers the female slaves. 
 
Ruth 2:9 Keep your eyes on the field they are reaping, and follow them. I have ordered the men 
not to molest you. And when you are thirsty, go to the jars and drink some of [the water] that the 
men have drawn.” 
 


