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Torah Talk for Ekev 5780   Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25 
 
Deut. 8:7  
    For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with streams and springs 
and fountains issuing from plain and hill; 8 a land of wheat and barley, of vines, figs, and 
pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey; 9 a land where you may eat food without stint, 
where you will lack nothing; a land whose rocks are iron and from whose hills you can mine 
copper. 10 When you have eaten your fill, give thanks to the LORD your God for the good land 
which He has given you.  
 
JTA, 13 December 1951 

 
 
JTA, 5 May 1955 
UNITED NATIONS ISSUES REPORT ON ISRAEL’S IRON ORE DEPOSITS 
Israel has several deposits of iron ore, one of which may produce a yield of as much as 
15,000,000 tons, according to the latest survey of world iron resources just published here by the 
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. 

The largest of Israel’s deposits is at Makhtesh, about 25 miles southwest of the southern end of 
the Dead Sea. This deposit, the survey reports, “has a minimum of five million tons–and possibly 
as much as 15 million tons–of ore containing 27 to 46 percent iron, with an average of 35 
percent.” 

Another of Israel’s deposits is in the southern Negev at Wadi Paran, 60 miles north of the new 
port of Elath. While this deposit was found to be rich in iron–containing ore with 55 or 60 percent 
iron–it proved too small for development. A third deposit was discovered in the central Negev, in 
Wade Rimon, and a fourth is under investigation in the hills of Galilee. This deposit, the survey 
states, has shown “some very promising results.”  

Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, “Timna: Valley of the Ancient Copper Mines” 29 Jul 1998 
The earliest, well-preserved copper smelting furnace dates from the 5th millennium BCE. It 
consisted of a small pit dug in the ground, with a low substructure of field stones, and was ventilated 
by goatskin bellows. Smelting in these pits was primitive and inefficient.  

During the following three millennia, copper was produced with steadily improving furnaces and 
control of the metallurgical processes. Already in the Chalcolithic period (4th millennium BCE), iron 
ore (available in Timna) was added as flux to the smelting charge of copper ore and charcoal, which 
greatly improved the smelting. Another big step forward, in the early third millennium BCE, was 
"tapping" the fluid slag out of the hot furnace, which made continuous smelting possible and saved 
precious fuel. The metallic copper produced by this process remained at the bottom of the furnace 
as an irregular ingot probably the earliest copper ingot in history. 
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Lev V. Eppelbaum & Youri Katz, “Mineral deposits in Israel: A contemporary view” 
In book: Israel: Social, Economic and Political Developments, pp.1-41 

 
Jeffrey Tigay, Deuteronomy (JPS Torah Commentary) 
9. whose rocks are iron and from whose hills you can mine copper  The wording reflects the fact 
that iron is mined from the surface, while copper is mined underground. 

Within the boundaries of the promised land the only known sources of iron and copper are 
small deposits in Galilee and in the Bekaa Valley. There are more significant deposits in Gilead (in 
Transjordan), in the Jordan Rift south of the Dead Sea, and in the southern Negev. If the text 
has some of these in mind, then these verses refer to territory controlled by Israel in later 
times, not only territory within the boundaries of 1:6. Some scholars believe that the reference 
to iron includes basalt, a volcanic stone containing about 20 percent iron, which is found in a 
number of places, especially in the Jezreel Valley and north of it. 13 

James D. Muhly, “How Iron Technology Changed the Ancient World,” BAR Nov./Dec. 1982 
Actually, ancient Palestine has only limited deposits of iron ore,e but the Biblical author accurately 

described the conditions under which the two metals could be found. 
Iron ore deposits, even when found in association with copper deposits, tend to be on the surface 

and therefore their extraction does not require any elaborate mining technology. Copper ores, on the 
other hand, tend to be located in veins running deep into the ground and often require a network of 
underground shafts and galleries in order to be mined. Archaeologists have found a number of early 
copper mines, some going back to the fifth millennium B.C., but no ancient iron mines, perhaps because 
iron was mined on the surface. 

e. There are a number of minor deposits—in the Makhtesh southwest of the Dead Sea, in the Galilee and in the 
Wadi Arabah—but the only major ore deposit is that at Mugharat el Wardeh in the vicinity of Ajlun, about 20 miles 
northnorthwest of Amman, a deposit that would be exploited today were it not so inaccessible. 
 
NAHMANIDES: A land whose rocks are iron. Where you think there is merely rock, there is in fact 
iron, which “is taken out of the earth” (Job 28:2). He is informing them that the land of Israel 
has mines of iron and copper, both of which are greatly needed by the inhabitants of any land. 
They will therefore lack nothing.  
 
ABARBANEL: A land whose rocks are iron and from whose hills you can mine copper. Most 
lands that are fertile lack metals; often the wealthiest places—Venice, Genoa, and Barcelona, for 
example—must import food. But you will eat your fill and have wealth too. 
 


