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Lev. 19:19 
    You shall observe My laws.  
 You shall not let your cattle mate with a different kind [Mˆy$AaVlI;k]; you shall not sow your 
field with two kinds of seed [Mˆy¡DaVlI;k]; you shall not put on cloth from a mixture of two kinds of 
material [zY´nVfAoèAv ‹Mˆy‹AaVlI;k]. 
 
Deut. 22:9 
    You shall not sow your vineyard with a second kind of seed [Mˆy¡DaVlI;k], else the crop—from 
the seed you have sown—and the yield of the vineyard may not be used. 10 You shall not plow 
with an ox and an ass together. 11 You shall not wear cloth [zY´nVfAo`Av] combining wool and linen. 
 
Deuteronomy 22:11 
MASORAH: Cloth combining wool and linen. The Hebrew word referring to “a mixture” of 
cloth appears nowhere else but Lev. 19:19. 
 
Leviticus 19:19 
RASHI: Cloth from a mixture of two kinds of material. The word sha}atnez, “mixture,” an acronym 
for shua tavui va-nuz, “carded, spun, and woven.” But Menahem (in his MahΩberet) simply explains 
sha}atnez as “linsey-woolsey.” 
 
RASHBAM: Cloth from a mixture of two kinds of material. The text is forbidding any garment 
that is not one solid color. 
 
IBN EZRA: A mixture. The word occurs only here and in Deut. 22:11 and is unique, being 
absolutely unrelated to any other word in the Bible. 
 
Benjamin J. Noonan, Journal of Biblical Literature 135, No. 1 (Spring 2016), pp. 95-101 
Hebrew זֵנְטַעַׁש , which refers to a mixed fabric, occurs only in Lev 19:19 and Deut 22:11 in 
prohibitions of various mixtures. Its meaning is clear, but its etymology has hitherto eluded a 
convincing explanation. I propose that, as a word denoting a hybrid of materials, זֵנְטַעַׁש  is a 
lexical blend. Its two source words are תַאַׁש * and זְנִע *, the early Hebrew forms of the Semitic 
words for “ewe” (*ṯaʾat) and “goat” (*ʿanz/*ʿinz), respectively. The resulting blend originally 
referred to a mixture of sheep and goat wool but was subsequently generalized to designate any 
mixed fabric, which is precisely what זֵנְטַעַׁש  means in Lev 19:19 and Deut 22:11. 
 
BEKHOR SHOR: You shall not put on cloth from a mixture of two kinds of material. Since the 
priestly vestments are made of linsey-woolsey, it is forbidden for ordinary people to wear 
garments of such cloth. [to Deut 22:11] … for anyone else to wear it would be like a commoner 
wielding the scepter of a king 
 
Deuteronomy 22:11 
HIZKUNI:  The combination of wool and linen proved disastrous in Genesis 4, where Cain 
brought an offering of flax and Abel of sheep. 
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Orit Shamir, “Sha’atnez – The Biblical Prohibition Against Wearing Mixed Wool and Linen 
Together and the Observance and Enforcement of the Command in the Orthodox Jewish 
Communities Today,” in Textile Terminologies from the Orient to the Mediterranean and 
Europe, 1000 BC to 1000 AD [Centre for Textile Research] 

Although thousands of textiles in Israel have been examined by the author, not one piece of sha’atnez 
has been recovered from any Roman period Jewish site. This stands in contrast to Roman sites in 
neighboring areas, as for example in Syria at sites such as Dura Europos and Palmyra, and in Coptic 
Egypt, which have yielded great quantities of textiles made of mixed linen and wool. 

Yet a few pre-Roman and Roman sites have yielded Sha’atnez textiles (Table 1, fig. 1) and they are 
discussed in my previous article about this topic. The Hebrew Bible does not explain why it is forbidden 
to mix the two fibers – wool and linen –other than being God’s command, but ancient (like the sages) 
and modern interpreters have suggested different explanations in order to make the rule of sha’atnez 
understandable. I will present a few reasons that could explain sha’atnez. 
a.) One explanation is connected with the priests’ garments: only priests were allowed to wear 

sha’atnez. 
b.) Another explanation is given by the Talmud: the prohibition of sha’atnez is related to Cain and Abel, 

the first naturally born human beings. They brought offerings to God: “Now it came to pass at the end 
of days, that Cain brought of the fruit of the soil, interpreted as flax, an offering to the Lord. And Abel 
he too brought of the first born of his flocks and of their fattest, and the Lord turned to Abel and to his 
offering.” This mixture ended up being lethal and Abel lost his life. 

c.) Another reason is that linen is a product of a riverine agricultural economy, such as that of the Nile 
Valley, while wool is a product of a desert, pastoral economy, such as that of the Hebrew tribes. 
Maimonides, a medieval Jewish philosopher, argued that the prohibition was a case of the general law 
against imitating Canaanite customs – “And you shall not walk in the manner of the nations…”. The 
rules about forbidden mixtures serve to remind the Israelites how their past experiences with 
Canaanites and Egyptians threatened their national identity. 

 
Leviticus 19:19 
NAHMANIDES: You shall not put on cloth from a mixture of two kinds of material. Maimonides 
says in Guide 3:37 that the prohibition was due to the fact that in those days it was widely 
known that priests of witchcraft performed their rituals wearing this specific kind of cloth. He 
says he found this written down in their books. Since this was such an important thing for them 
and their idolatrous, demonic rituals, the Torah wished to keep people far from it. For the Torah 
comes to nullify their deeds and wipe out all remembrance of them. 
 
 


