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Torah Talk for Bo 5780    Exod 10:1-13:16 
 
Ex. 12:29    In the middle of the night the LORD struck down all the first-born in the land of 
Egypt, from the first-born of Pharaoh who sat on the throne to the first-born of the captive who was 
in the dungeon …  
Ex. 12:33    The Egyptians urged the people on, impatient to have them leave the country, for 
they said, “We shall all be dead.” 34 So the people took their dough before it was leavened, their 
kneading bowls wrapped [tõOrürVx] in their cloaks upon their shoulders. 35 The Israelites had done 
Moses’ bidding and borrowed from the Egyptians objects of silver and gold, and clothing. 36 And 
the LORD had disposed the Egyptians favorably toward the people, and they let them have their 
request; thus they stripped the Egyptians.…  39 And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough that 
they had taken out of Egypt, for it was not leavened, since they had been driven out of Egypt and 
could not delay; nor had they prepared any provisions for themselves. 
  
HIZKUNI:  Wrapped in their cloaks. This is why everyone puts the afikoman under the tablecloth. 
 
Nahum Sarna, Exodus, JPS Torah Commentary 

  before it was leavened      In verse 39 this note is amplified in such a way as to provide a 
clear, if implicit, explanation for the eating of matsot on Passover. A similar reason is given in 
Deuteronomy 16:3: “You shall eat unleavened bread, bread of distress—for you departed from the 
land of Egypt hurriedly.” That statement is intelligible only in light of the two verses in the present 
chapter. Since the eating of the matsot was ordained and presumably carried out before the tenth 
plague struck (v. 8), the present rationale is a reinterpretation, transformation, and historicization 
of a preexisting practice. 55 
55 Apparently sensitive to this issue, the Targums followed by Rashi harmonize v. 8 with vv. 34, 39 
by connecting Heb. mish}arot, “kneading bowls,” with the stem sh-}-r, understanding it to mean 
“what remained” of the dough from which the original matsah had been baked. 
 
William H. C. Propp, Exodus, Anchor Bible  
 wrapped in their robes upon their shoulder. Dillmann (1880: 117) compares the modern 
Middle Eastern use of a burnoose as a sack. The text leaves it slightly unclear whether the dough 
pans borne in the robes contain the unrisen dough, or whether Israel “picked up its dough before it 
could rise” because their (empty) pans were already packed (Segal 1963: 47, 72). The former 
appeals more to common sense. Segal’s reading generates an unnecessary contradiction with v 39: 
was the dough unrisen because the pans were packed or because time ran out? 
 
1Sam. 25:29 And if anyone sets out to pursue you and seek your life, the life of my lord will be 
bound up in the bundle [MyGˆ¥yAjAh rwêørVxI;b —hâ ∂r…wrVx] of life in the care of the LORD; but He will fling 
away the lives of your enemies as from the hollow of a sling. 
 
2Sam. 20:3 David went to his palace in Jerusalem, and the king took the ten concubines he had 
left to mind the palace and put them in a guarded place; he provided for them, but he did not cohabit 
with them. They remained in seclusion [twÿørürVx] until the day they died, in living widowhood. 
 
Hos. 13:12  Ephraim’s guilt is bound up [r…wrDx], His sin is stored away. d d I.e., for future retribution. 


