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Torah Talk for Vayehi 5780  Gen 47:28-50:26 (end of book) 
 
Gen. 48:1 
    Some time afterward, Joseph was told, “Your father is ill.” So he took with him his two 
sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 2 When Jacob was told, “Your son Joseph has come to see you,” 
Israel summoned his strength and sat up in bed. 
… 
Gen. 48:8 
    Noticing Joseph’s sons, Israel asked, “Who are these?” 9 And Joseph said to his father, 
“They are my sons, whom God has given me here.” “Bring them up to me,” he said, “that I may 
bless them.” 10 Now Israel’s eyes were dim with age; he could not see. So [Joseph] brought 
them close to him, and he kissed them and embraced them. 11 And Israel said to Joseph, “I never 
expected to see you again, and here God has let me see your children as well.” 
 
KJV: I had not thought to see thy face    MT: yI;tVl¡D;lIp aâøl ÔKy™RnDp hñOa√r 
 
Gen. 46:30 
Then Israel said to Joseph, “Now I can die, having seen for myself that you are still alive.” 

:y`Dj äÔK√døwo y¶I;k ÔKyY‰nDÚp_tRa y∞Itøwa√r ‹yérSjAa 
har I 1304.24.143.3 vb. see— 
Qal 1a. see, look at, take a look at a person, object, etc., stare at; watch, observe, witness 
an event, deed, (manifestations of) good, evil, etc.; experience, enjoy; foresee, envisage; specif. 
see face, in various senses, 
 <OBJ>  MyˆnDÚp face Gn 3221 3310.10 433.5 4423.26 4811 Ex 1028.28.29 3320 2 S 313.13 1424.24.28.32 2 K 
2519||Jr 5225 Ezk 1022 Ps 423(mss) (L ni.) Jb 3326 Est 114 11QT 316 ([yn]p) 
 
Gen. 32:21 “And you shall add, ‘And your servant Jacob himself is right behind us.’” For he 
reasoned, “If I propitiate him with presents in advance, and then face him, perhaps he will show 
me favor.” 
 
Gen. 32:31 So Jacob named the place Peniel, meaning, “I have seen a divine being face to 
face, yet my life has been preserved.” 
 
Gen. 33:10 But Jacob said, “No, I pray you; if you would do me this favor, accept from me 
this gift; for to see your face is like seeing the face of God, and you have received me favorably.” 
 
Gen. 43:3 But Judah said to him, “The man warned us, a‘Do not let me see your facesa 
unless your brother is with you.’”     a Lit. “Do not see my face.” 
 
Gen. 43:5 “… but if you will not let him go, we will not go down, for the man said to us, 
a‘Do not let me see your facesa unless your brother is with you.’” 
 
Gen. 44:23 But you said to your servants, ‘Unless your youngest brother comes down with 
you, do not let me see your faces.’  
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Gen. 44:26 “We answered, ‘We cannot go down; only if our youngest brother is with us can 
we go down, for we may not ashow our faces to the mana unless our youngest brother is with 
us.’”          a Lit. “see the man’s face.” 
 
Gen. 31:2 Jacob also saw that Laban’s manner toward him was not as it had been in the past. 
      KJV: And Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban 
Gen. 31:5 … “I see that your father’s manner toward me is not as it has been in the past. But 
the God of my father has been with me.”   KJV: I see your father’s countenance 
 
Ex. 10:28 
Pharaoh said to him, “Be gone from me! Take care not to see me again, for the moment you look 
upon my face you shall die.” 29 And Moses replied, “You have spoken rightly. I shall not see 
your face again!” 
 
William H. C. Propp, Exodus, Anchor Bible 
 10:29. I will see your face no more. This is a problematic statement, since Moses and 
Pharaoh seem to meet again in 12:31–32. As diversity of authorship is unlikely (see SOURCE 
ANALYSIS), how do we account for the contradiction? There are several potential explanations. 
… 
 I find most attractive Abarbanel’s approach. “Seeing the face” is a special idiom: “to wait 
upon, have an official audience” (cf. Gen 43:3, 5; 2 Sam 3:13; 14:24, 28, 32; 2 Kgs 25:19; Jer 
52:25; compare Akkadian daœgil paœni ‘servant, subject,’ literally ‘face-seer’). In 11:8, Moses 
predicts, “all these your slaves will go down to me and bow to me,” and, according to 12:30–
31, “Pharaoh arose by night, he and his slaves and all Egypt.… And he called to Moses and to 
Aaron.” Since, however, Moses has forbidden any Israelite to go outside (12:22), he and Aaron 
presumably parley from their doorway (see NOTE to 12:22) (cf. Jacob 1992: 336). This would 
not constitute “seeing the face” of Pharaoh, i.e., attending an official audience. Rather, the 
Egyptians “see the face” of Moses. 
 
Gen. 41:37 
    The plan pleased Pharaoh and all his courtiers. 38 And Pharaoh said to his courtiers, 
“Could we find another like him, a man in whom is the spirit of God?” 39 So Pharaoh said to 
Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you, there is none so discerning and wise as you. 
40 You shall be in charge of my court, and by your command shall all my people be directed; 
only with respect to the throne shall I be superior to you.” 41 Pharaoh further said to Joseph, 
“See, I put you in charge of all the land of Egypt.” 42 And removing his signet ring from his 
hand, Pharaoh put it on Joseph’s hand; and he had him dressed in robes of fine linen, and put a 
gold chain about his neck. 43 He had him ride in the chariot of his second-in-command, and they 
cried before him, “Abrek!” Thus he placed him over all the land of Egypt. 


