
e-mail: torahtalk@earthlink.net                 iTunes: https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/torah-talk/id291683417 
web: http://mcarasik.wordpress.com/category/podcast/      contribute: https://www.paypal.me/mcarasik 

Commentators’ Bible: https://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/jps/9780827609426/  
Biblical Hebrew: https://www.thegreatcourses.com/courses/biblical-hebrew-learning-a-sacred-language.html 

© 2019 by Michael Carasik, except for translations from Tanakh, by permission of the Jewish Publication Society. 

Torah Talk for Vayishlach 5780   Gen 32:4-36:43 (end) 
 
Gen. 35:9 
    God appeared again to Jacob on his arrival from Paddan-aram, and He blessed him. 10  
God said to him,  
 “You whose name is Jacob, 
 You shall be called Jacob no more, 
 But Israel shall be your name.” 
… 
Gen. 35:13 
    God parted from him [wyDlDoEm lAoÅ¥yÅw] at the spot where He had spoken to him; 14 and Jacob 
set up a pillar at the site where He had spoken to him, a pillar of stone, and he offered a libation 
on it and poured oil upon it. 15 Jacob gave the site, where God had spoken to him, the name of 
Bethel. 
 
Gen. 18:22 
    The men went on from there to Sodom, while Abraham remained standing before the 
LORD … 33 When the LORD had finished speaking to Abraham, He departed; and Abraham 
returned to his place. 
 
Genesis 18:22 
KIMHI: Abraham remained standing before the LORD. His prophetic vision was not yet 
over. 
 
ABARBANEL: While Abraham remained standing before the LORD. According to the 
midrashic explanation, despite everything that had gone on, Abraham was still mentally focused 
on contemplation of the Holy One. 
 
Genesis 18:33 
KIMHI: When the LORD had finished speaking to Abraham, He departed; and 
Abraham returned to his place. When the vision was over, Abraham found himself back in 
the place where he had been sitting. 

 
Genesis 35:13  
RASHI: At the spot where He had spoken to him. I don’t know what this is supposed to 
teach us. 
 
KIMHI: God parted from him. The Hebrew uses essentially the same language as in “God was 
gone from Abraham” (17:22; compare OJPS to both). His vision included a vision of the 
departure. At the spot where He had spoken to him. This was the very spot where Jacob 
“would meet him, there to commune with him” (Hosea 12:5), the same spot from which the 
Holy One would “part” when Jeroboam set up a golden calf there.B  [B  See 1 Kings 12.] 
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Genesis 17:22 
ABARBANEL: And when He was done speaking with him, God was gone from 
Abraham. He did not want to give Abraham an opportunity of resuming the subject of Ishmael. 
 
SFORNO: And when He was done speaking with him, God was gone from 
Abraham. Contrast 4:16, “Cain left the presence of the LORD.” 
 
RASHI: God was gone from Abraham. More precisely, “from above Abraham.” The text 
speaks of the Shekhinah with great delicacy. We learn that the righteous are the chariot of the 
Omnipresent. 
 
NAHMANIDES: God was gone from Abraham. See Rashi’s comment. The expression in 
Genesis Rabbah is not about “the righteous” but about the Patriarchs. It alludes to what is 
written in “You will keep faith with Jacob, loyalty to Abraham” (Mic. 7:20) and “Had not . . . the 
Fear of Isaac been with me” (31:42). One who is enlightened will understand. 
 
KIMHI: When He was done speaking with him. On that particular day. This is mentioned 
because it was an unusually long prophecy. God was gone from Abraham. As for the 
Patriarchs being the Chariot, how precious this is to one who understands it! 
 
Genesis 35:13  
ABARBANEL: God parted from him at the spot where He had spoken to him. To 
prevent him asking, “O Lord GOD, how shall I know that I am to possess it?” as Abram had in 
15:8. The Holy One did not want to reveal any more just now. As for “the spot where He had 
spoken to him,” that is not saying where God parted from him but telling us that this 
communication took place at the same spot where He had spoken to him where he had had the 
original vision on his way to Aram. 
 
NAHMANIDES: God parted from him. Just as “God was gone from Abraham” (17:22), and 
using the same Hebrew expression in both places. This lets us know that these were not merely 
prophetic visions or dreams or like what happened to Ezekiel, when “a spirit lifted me up 
between heaven and earth and brought me in visions of God to Jerusalem” (Ezek. 8:3). Rather, 
the Shekhinah rested upon Jacob (as upon Abraham) in that spot where he actually stood. At 
the spot where He had spoken to him. According to the Way of Truth, this should be 
read: “as the Place who spoke with him.” It is comparable to “blessed is the Presence of the 
LORD, in His place” (Ezek. 3:12). Thus it is saying what the Sages have remarked: “The 
Patriarchs are the Chariot.” 
 
Ezek. 11:1 
    Then a spirit lifted me up and brought me to the east gate of the House of the LORD … 22 
Then the cherubs, with the wheels beside them, lifted their wings, while the Presence of the God 
of Israel rested above them. 23 The Presence of the LORD ascended [hÎwh ◊-y dwøbV;k lAoÅ¥yÅw] from the 
midst of the city and stood on the hill east of the city. 24 A spirit carried me away and brought 
me in a vision by the spirit of God to the exile community in Chaldea. Then the vision that I had 
seen left me, 25 and I told the exiles all the things that the LORD had shown me. 
 


