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Torah Talk for Toledot 5780  Gen 25:19-28:9 
 
Gen. 27:1 
    When Isaac was old and his eyes were too dim to see, he called his older son Esau and 
said to him, “My son.” He answered, “Here I am.” 2 And he said, “I am old now, and I do not 
know how soon I may die. 3 Take your gear, your quiver and bow, and go out into the open and 
hunt me some game. 4 Then prepare a dish for me such as I like, and bring it to me to eat, so that 
I may give you my innermost blessing before I die.” 
Gen. 27:5 
    Rebekah had been listening as Isaac spoke to his son Esau. When Esau had gone out into 
the open to hunt game to bring home, 6 Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “I overheard your father 
speaking to your brother Esau, saying, 7 ‘Bring me some game and prepare a dish for me to eat, 
that I may bless you, with the LORD’s approval, before I die.’ 8 Now, my son, listen carefully as I 
instruct you. 9 Go to the flock and fetch me two choice kids, and I will make of them a dish for 
your father, such as he likes. 10 Then take it to your father to eat, in order that he may bless you 
before he dies.” 11 Jacob answered his mother Rebekah, “But my brother Esau is a hairy man 
and I am smooth-skinned. 12 If my father touches me, I shall appear to him as a trickster and 
bring upon myself a curse, not a blessing.” 13 But his mother said to him, “Your curse, my son, 
be upon me! Just do as I say and go fetch them for me.” 
Gen. 27:14 
    He got them and brought them to his mother, and his mother prepared a dish such as his 
father liked. 15 Rebekah then took the best clothes of her older son Esau, which were there in the 
house, and had her younger son Jacob put them on; 16 and she covered his hands and the hairless 
part of his neck with the skins of the kids. 17 Then she put in the hands of her son Jacob the dish 
and the bread that she had prepared … 
Gen. 27:30 
    No sooner had Jacob left the presence of his father Isaac—after Isaac had finished 
blessing Jacob—than his brother Esau came back from his hunt. 31 He too prepared a dish and 
brought it to his father.  
 
KIMHI: Then prepare a dish for me such as I l ike. He certainly had no lack of food; he was 
extremely rich. But old people lose their appetites and crave new tastes in their food. One does 
not get to eat game every day. 
 
BEKHOR SHOR: Prepare a dish for me such as I l ike. “You sold your birthright for a dish, 
and I shall return it to you for another.” Moreover, a meal of this kind is the occasion that marks 
one as the ruler.  
 
MASORAH: Prepare a dish for me such as I l ike. The Hebrew word is plural; outside of 
this story, where it occurs in vv. 4, 7, 9, 14, 17, and 31, it is also found only in Prov. 23:3 and 
23:6.  
 
MAoAf, —1. taste (of food)  —2. feeling, discernment, sense  —3. order, decree  

* MDoVfAm: Mof, Bauer-L. Heb. 490z; JArm. refreshing food: My;ImAoVfAm and tw;øm_ (Bauer-L. Heb. 
516p): delicious morsel Gn 274.7.9.14 .17.31 Pr 233.6, Sir 33/3624 3729. † 
 
Prov. 23:1   [When you sit down to dine with a ruler] …3   Do not crave for his dainties 
6   Do not eat of a stingy man’s food; Do not crave for his dainties; 


