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Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25

Deut. 11:18
Therefore impress these My words upon your very heart: bind them as a sign on your
hand and let them serve as a symbol on your forehead, 19 and teach them to your children—
reciting them when you stay at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you
get up; 20 and inscribe them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates— 21 to the end
that you and your children may endure, in the land that the Lord swore to your fathers to assign
to them, as long as there is a heaven over the earth.

:ÔK`Rm…wqVb…w äÔKV;bVkDvVbá…w JK®r$®;dAb ∞ÔKV;tVkRlVb…w ‹ÔK‹RtyEbV;b ôÔKV;tVbIvV;b
How the Punctuation Marks Divide This Phrase

JK®r$®;dAb ∞ÔKV;tVkRlVb…w ‹ÔK‹RtyEbV;b ôÔKV;tVbIvV;b
ÔK`Rm…wqVb…w
äÔKV;bVkDvVbá…w

when you stay at home, and when you are away
when you lie down,

and when you get up.

Jouön-Muraoka §32a
The pause is a halt, a noticeable break after a word in the course of recitation, and occurs
especially at the end of a verse. This break involves a certain amount of preliminary or
preparatory protraction, which one can compare to the slowing down of a runner preparing to
stop. The pronunciation of a word in pause is slower, fuller, and more emphatic than a
contextual form.
As a result of this protraction, 1) the stressed vowel, whatever its timbre may be, can be
assumed to have been originally longer than it would have been in context, and 2) some deleted
vowels resurface, as a result of which the pausal forms are often forms which are primitive or
closer to the primitive state, and generally the vowel thus restored carries the stress.

Ex. 21:23, Lev. 24:18

:vRp`Dn tAj¶A;t vRp™Rn “a life for a life”
How the Pausal Forms Divide This Phrase

‹ÔK‹RtyEbV;b ôÔKV;tVbIvV;b
ÔK`Rm…wqVb…w äÔKV;bVkDvVbá…w JK®r$®;dAb ∞ÔKV;tVkRlVb…w

when you stay
at home,
and when you when you lie and when you
are away,
down,
get up.

[per E.J. Revell, The Pausal System: Divisions in the Hebrew Biblical Text as Marked by
Voweling and Stress Position] – “When you are away, when you lie down and when you get up”
are the three things you do “when you stay at home,” the general description of them.
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